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THE VENETIAN FORTRESS
OF PALAMIDA, GREECE*

ANDREJ ZMEGAC

T HE famous fortress is located above the town of Nauplia (Vene-
tian Napoli di Romania, Greek Nafplio), on the Peloponnese
Peninsula. It is a building, or rather a complex of buildings, which
has not ceased to interest and inspire both professionals and the gen-
eral public in their belief that the fort is indeed an exceptional monu-
ment." Despite such popularity, it can be argued that the fort has not
yet been given a comprehensive interpretation, which is the aim of
this article. We have therefore striven to present the fort more com-
pletely than it has been done in the analyses so far, and have based our
research on archival sources.

PREPARATIONS

It is well known that the town of Nauplia lies on a peninsula topped by
the city fort called Acronauplia. However, the defence of the city grad-
ually began to be threatened from the considerably higher Palamida
hill, which rises steeply to the south-east. This position was used by be-
siegers to shell the city lying beneath, which occurred during the Turk-
ish attack in 1538 and the Venetian one in 1686. Logically, after they took
over the city the Venetians started a discussion about the possibilities of

* This work has been supported in part by Croatian Science Foundation under the proj-
ect [P-2016-06-5776.

' Let us quote two authors on their impressions of Palamida: Schaefer calls it «the
complicate-uncanonical system» (W. SCHAEFER, Neue Untersuchungen iiber die Baugeschichte
Nauplias im Mittelalter, Jahrbuch des Deutschen archiologischen Instituts und Archiolo-
gischer Anzeiger», 76, 1961, p. 163), and Andrews states that «a city of fortresses» had been
built on Palamida (K. ANDREWS, Castles of the Morea, Princeton, NJ, 1953, p. 103). Further re-
levant works on Palamida are G. GERoLA, Le fortificagioni di Napoli di Romania, « Annuario
della R. Scuola Archeologica di Atene e delle Missioni italiane in Oriente», XI1I-XIV, 1930-
1931, pp. 347-410; then A. ZiH, Venegianische Baugeschichte von Nauplia 1686-1715, «Stidost-
Forschungen», 68, 2009, pp. 138-183; and CH. OTTERSBACH, Im Schutg des Markuslowen. Die
venegianischen Festungen auf den Ionischen Inseln und dem griechischen Festland, «Festungs-
journal», 26, 2005, pp. 3-114.
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