The Sahara of Cultures and Men
Towards a strategy for the sustainable development of tourism in the Sahara, in the context of combating poverty

The Sahara of Cultures and Men is the partnership project of the Member States concerened, UN agencies (WTO, UNDP, UNEP, UNICEF), ALECSO, BITS, etc., Foundation Déserts du monde, Observatoire du Sahara et du Sahel, Barth Institute, Desert Research Centre, Scientific intergovernmental Programmes of UNESCO, MAB and MOST, tour operators, tourism offices, associations, IGOs, NGOs, etc.

The Sahara, common space to ten States – Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Sudan, Tunisia – is characterized by a rich cultural, human and natural wealth, and a great fragility. This includes the cave paintings, Ksour and old cities, traditional music, a unique tangible and intangible heritage, magnificent landscapes ranging from dunes, mountains and oasis, and a rare and diverse flora nad fauna. This heritage is threatened by modified ways of life, urbanization and desertification, among others, and requires more attention and measures to safeguard and manage it appropriately.

Therefore, the objectives of the Project are to preserve Saharan cultural and natural heritage for future generations; to promote tourism as a tool in favour of the struggle against poverty; to encourage economically efficient tourism policies, which are respectful of heritage;  to encourage the participation of the Saharan population in the development of tourism; and to reinforce cooperation between Saharan States.

The Project was launched in April 2002. The strategy was finalized in 2003 and the Action Plan is to be elaborated further in 2004/2005. The project actions concern prospective studies, training courses, workshops, support for micro-credits and cooperatives, support for creativity (particularly through desert festivals), safeguarding and enhancing the natural and tangible cultural heritage through the development and promotion of innovative trans-frontier cultural circuits, safeguarding and inhancing of intangible heritage, identification and preparation of site nominations for the World Heritage List, improvement of the prevention and management of risks, and enhancement of the cooperation between the States.

The Project includes a holistic approach and an ethical dimension and proposes an anticipatory approach in order to consider complex development issues before they become too difficult to be resolved. It also proposes to conceive tourism as a means of preserving cultural diversity, heritage and knowledge of Saharan cultures and civilizations in order to stimulate the local economy. In this way tourism can be a tool in cultural activities, agriculture, herding, handicrafts, communication and transport activities. Thus conceived, tourism can stimulate dialogue between cultures and promote respect for differences, human dignity and peace.

To find out more, please contact: UNESCO, Mr. Hervé Barré, Division of Cultural Policies and Intercultural Dialogue, Section of Culture and Development, 1, rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, France, e-mail: sahara@unesco.org
Internet address: www.unesco.org/culture
