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INTRODUCTION
The benefits of traffic and transport activities are doubtless. At the European Union level the traffic sector participates with a share of about seven percent in the gross domestic product, with about seven percent in the employment, 30 to 40 percent of investments are related directly or indirectly to the traffic and transport sector, as well as 30 percent of energy consumption, etc.
The progressive trend of transport growth during the past development period was not accompanied by adequate transport policy, especially in the sense of balanced transport branches development and a more systematic inter-sector and inter-modal interference. 

The negative aspects of traffic and transport, therefore, regarding accidents, pollution and congestion have managed to exceed or to reach the level of positive effects. Recent studies have brought, unfortunately, the estimate of the external costs of transport (without congestion costs) in the amount of about eight percent of the gross domestic product for 15 EU countries, i.e. fourteen percent of the gross domestic product for the transition countries of the Central European Initiative. 
Considering that the road transport has a share of approximately 84 percent in the generation of external costs, consequently the strategic guidelines of further transport development are no longer based on the demand-orientation, but rather on goal-orientation i.e. targeted induction of the desired transport demand.

The regional approach to regulatory harmonisation, infrastructure planning and management in the transport sector contributes to faster implementation of the instruments of Common Transport Policy with a vision of modelling the integrated Trans-European transport network. In this sense the subsidiary objectives of sustainable development of the traffic system are articulated in the notions of environmental balance, integrity and interoperability.

The overview of the status, vision and strategy of the traffic and transport development is a logical incentive for perceiving the significance of insuring the scientific and professional potential of the transport profile.

In the process of transforming the higher education system at the European level with the tendency of harmonising the institutional and organisational framework of the university and academic activities, and of stimulating the knowledge transfer, the traffic and transport sciences will also have to insure a suitable status in the scientific classification as well as a topically and methodologically recognizable dimension of academic activities.

The specific subjects dealing with the traffic and transport sciences will acquire in the future significance, recognizability and excellence, exactly proportional to the amount of investments and engagement provided by the scientific and teaching staff in the consequent development and constant improvement of the basic, specialist and scientific curricula and in the qualifying of the transport profile experts.

As the highest scientific institution in Croatia the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts considers its duty to organize through its Scientific Council for Traffic and on the initiative of the majority of faculties of transport and traffic engineering, a symposium topically covering the valorisation of traffic and transport sciences in the context of actual reformation and integration processes of the European system of higher education and science.

The argumentation and the crucial reasons of increased activities regarding promotion and affirmation on the international plan and the acquisition of academic cooperation of the related transport faculties in Europe can be found in the following:

· The planned changes in the curricula regarding adjustment and recognizability of the curricula and diplomas in Europe represent an especially sensitive issue for the university entities which do not educate conventional profiles in the field of technical sciences and which are relatively few in number compared to the technical faculties with a long tradition. The tendency to rationalise the curricula with the emphasis on the theory and fundamentals oriented towards the creation of multidisciplinary curricula adjusted to the needs of regional development, economy and market, is a challenge precisely directed to the transport profession and science.

· The planned legal changes and reforms of the higher education system at the university level (Bologna Declaration) include the necessity to organise international inter-faculty exchanges of the scientific and teaching staff i.e. the establishment and maintenance of the academic cooperation with the related European faculties.

· Last but not least is the reason of implementing the ECTS system in the curricula as the precondition of the international student exchange. 

ETIOLOGY OF TRANSPORT SCIENCES
Historically, the transport development has always corresponded to the economic growth and social and political status of the community. Since the Greek philosopher Heraclites, who generalized his philosophy of life in two words “panta rei” which means “all things move", there have been on the whole four revolutionary periods in the transport development most closely related to the economic transitions of the Western Europe:

· the Hanseatic period, from 13th to 16th century, which saw the development of waterways;

· the Golden Era of 16th and 17th centuries, with marked development of sea transport;

· Industrial revolution from the mid-19th century when the invention of steam engine generated new transport modes, primarily the railway;

· Information technology revolution, which marked the second half of the 20th century by introducing marketing and logistic principles into the transport sector.

Regarding the growth rate indicators of certain transport modes, the theoreticians mark the actual status of the transport development by the so-called fifth transport revolution i.e. the period of personalization and individualization of transport, a trend which does not parry the principles of sustainability.

The past transport development, which was in the function of infrastructure expansion and transport vehicle industry, mainly automotive industry, has stipulated also specific education of the transport profile, basically as part of the conventional technical faculties – faculties of civil engineering and mechanical engineering.

These scientific fields of technical sciences, as well as the immanent scientific and research methodologies, however, are not sufficient for solving the complex problems of optimizing the current transport system, and of planning and modelling the transport development. 
Considering of the transport system requires integrative intermodal approach and knowledge about the basic postulates of the sustainable development syntagm. The methodology of strategic transport planning is based on a complex of influencing factors. It understands systemic study of a wider problematic – from the geo-traffic analyses and traffic flow dynamics to the transport policy elements – infrastructure, management and regulations, external transport costs, safety and environmental protection in transport, specifics of urban transport and area planning, new technologies in the function of transport development, transport acquis etc.
Transport planning, which must be under the authority of transport sciences and profession, can no longer be based on satisfying the traffic demand, but has to control the traffic growth and has to canalize it towards a specific target by modelling the options of inducing the desired demand.

HIGHER EDUCATION STATUS OF TRANSPORT PROFILE IN EUROPE
The analysis of the current higher education institutions in the field of transport, apart from the fact about their low number within the universities, has resulted in the detection of certain similarities of their establishments.

The majority of the faculties of transport sciences in Europe was established in the current form in the nineties of the last century through reorganization of the university inter-faculty studies of technical sciences, and mainly as successors of vocational studies at vocational high schools. The fact should be noted that the study profile was oriented towards branch specialization, rather than towards studying the transport system as a whole.
Such development of transport faculties needs to be considered in the affirmative sense, but it also gives connotations of certain negative aspects. It is, namely, evident that it is a young scientific group, which has not yet achieved its final form in the sense of recognizability of its scientific methodology and the curricula.
The scientific and educational dimension are still in the development phase, and to the greatest extent depending on technological, operative and economic requirements generated in the context of the guidelines set by sustainable development at the global and regional levels.

The problematic of the scientific and expert potential is especially emphasised regarding the necessary time of scientific improvement i.e. creation of the critical mass of experts – transport engineers and scientists to the level of university professors, who have built their scientific career exclusively along a transport vertical.
Some European countries have no formed autonomous transport faculties within the universities, which mean no category of transport engineers either. The models of such profile characteristic in the segment of transport are either the interfaculty studies or the related study of certain aspects of transport system in the function of the basic study profile – civil engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, economics, law, etc.
Such segmented and fragmented approach to the study of transport system cannot contribute to the insurance of qualitatively adequate expert resources for the needs of strategic planning and modelling of transport development.

PROSPECTS OF TRANSPORT SCIENCES DEVELOPMENT
The actual status of the transport sector has been marked by a progressive trend of introducing the increasingly requiring norms with the aim of stopping the uncontrolled traffic growth, requirements for the optimization of the current transport network and traffic flows and the development of intermodal transport options, requirements for substituting physical transport by virtual communication solutions, and especially the requirement of cross-sector interference in the strategic planning of development and decision-making processes.

By following the etiology of the transport development and consequent organizing of autonomous university studies of transport profile, one comes to a logical conclusion about the necessity both of further establishment of the transport faculties in the quantitative and qualitative sense, and of adequate connecting of the existing transport faculties with the aim of achieving collaboration regarding improvement and harmonization of the curricula, knowledge transfer and creation of centres of excellence in the domain of transport sciences.

On this development path, the getting together and the knowledge and experience exchange among the representatives of the transport faculties in Europe, including the setting of guidelines of their academic cooperation represent direct contribution both to the development of transport sciences, their promotion and their further affirmation.
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