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Life Story
& of a Bear
from Lika

IF YOU DON'T WANT TO EXPERIENCE A CLOSE
ENCOUNTER WITH A BEAR WHILE YOU ARE WALK-

o

ING THROUGH THE NATIONAL PARK, WHERE IT IS A
PROTECTED SPECIES, BE SURE TO SPEAK LOUD SO
THAT IT CAN HEAR YOU FROM AFAR; HOWEVER, IF
YOU DO COME ACROSS IT, YOU SHOULD BY NO
MEANS TRY TO RUN AWAY BUT SLOWLY WALK IN

THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION

Written by Buro Huber
Photos Buro Huber, Janez Papez

he life of a bear starts in the dark of the den. In the
T first two weeks of January, when the whether is
most unfavourable, the mother bear gives birth to
up to four cubs, mostly two or three. The newborn is
blind, almost hairless and weighs about 300 grammes.

Although the den is well sheltered the cub would soon

freeze were it not for the mother’s warm body; he Lies
snuggled up to it and enveloped in her thick hair. The first
thing he has to do is find one of six teats of her lactic
glands and-suck one of the best quality milks the nature
has ever provided. This milk contains 24% fat and 12 %
protein, a veritable energy booster and sustenance source
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milk for most of his first year. He has twenty kilos in the
autumn and needs to put on even more fat to prepare
him for the coming winter. Following his mother, he
finds spots with plenty of food, the most important of
which is the fruit of the beech tree rich in fats that he
transforms into a special brown tissue. Since October,
while feeding intensively the bear family look for a suit-
able den. It is never the one they spent the previous
winter in. The mother teaches her cubs what can serve
the purpose of a den space; a crevice between rocks or a
hollow under a vertical rock or a space among the roots
of a big tree. Naturally, such a space needs further
adjustment. The bears first dig a narrow tunnel which
will lead into the den. Sometimes what is needed is just
a little digging to make a deeper or wider hollow while
sometimes several cubic metres have to be dug out.
Then they have to find and bring material to make the
bed. It can be leaves or dried grass but best are fir twigs.
Cubs happily climb a small fir tree and break the thin
branches. When the time t6 den in comes the cubs
protest a little while. It is not easy to stop playing and
having fun. However, on a certain day in November or
December, depending on the amount of the first snow,
the whole family settles down calmly in their den. This
is the second winter that the cubs spend in the den with
their mother and this is where they will be on their first

THE DENS OF PLITVICE
Thie bears that were tracked felemetricallyin-the area of
Plitvice were - found 10 sy dotwe-n thelr dens wodtimesin
adapted caves. once among therogts of & giant 1ir tree os
ouside under a-low soruce tree: Al the dens were-locat-
ed on steep Slopes wherne people-ranely- ventiing, But-not
necessarily far from roatsar bouses. Three dens were at
Prika Koka, two in the Karana Canyon, onest-Sellkivh
and still another ore mear Rudonaije: Tar outside the Park
The north-west Sopesof SeliEki Vi ane-probabiy farthest
fron pecple, bat dens inthe Korsna Canyon wers 243
than 100 metres (o asphatiod roeos, about haift ko
for from Golubnjata cave, sachyear orpthe otherside
Aoth of these dens wens used -ty LI thedirst year wiale
dheas stillbwith her mother-and brother andtha fallows
g :r'\ﬂ_'lul BiONe, WRer-5Ne8 NWam SOaas ‘.|i':" Kofana and

fiwed Her dern in the canyon near the village of Rastovacs
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birthday. They do not remember the first winter and the
den where they were born, but this one will be an
important lesson just like everything their mother had
taught them in their first twelve months. The den now
feels quite crammed with the growing cubs. They sleep
curled on top of each other and so keep warm. The sec-
ond spring finds them ready and eager for more adven-
ture. Yet, they will still follow their mother and feed on
her milk whenever she lets them. However, the milk
only partly satisfies their needs as they have a huge
appetite. They grow faster than last year.

In June, when théy are a year and a half old, their life
abruptly changes. The new mating season is here and
the mother is ready to breed once more. She is looking
for a mate and drives the cubs away. They are confused;
on one hand they like the complete freedom and on the
other they prefer the security of her presence. The mat-
ing season lasts about three weeks and the mother will
mate with several males if she has an opportunity.
When it is over she will not drive the cubs away
although they are not so close any more. They follow
their mother but at times wander off quite far from her.
When again the time to den up comes they part for
good. Mother goes to her den alone where she will give
birth to another bear generation. The cubs make their
own dens or sometimes share it for another winter.

INDEPENDENT MATURING

In his third spring the young bear has to choose and
fight for his territory. If it is a female she might stay in
her mother’s territory or at least in a part of it. If it is
a male he has to negotiate large distances locking for a
space where there are no other adult bears. All large
males chase him off and this can bring him to the very
borders of the bears’ habitat, often close to human set-
tlements. They continue growing fast and now weigh
over 50 kilos. A female bear is fully grown at the age
of 4 or 5 with 100 to 120 kilos. A young male grows
even faster but reaches maturity at the age of 6 or 7
and then weighs from 150 to 200 kilos.

While growing up finding food is their main concern.
Now they have no mother to show them the way but

they still have a huge appetite so they ear what they
can, They go where there is o lor of tood av one spot
Except visiting the feeding places m the vicinity of the
national Park, they sometimes Hod the rubbish dumps
or cultivated Felds with crops. This 1s an opportunity
for a conflict with the humans, Although their mother
taugrht them to stay away from men, at this srage of
their life voung bears can easily forget it and find

themselves in a lor of rouble

SEX LIFE

Depending on her weight o young female bear could
mate for the first time in her third spring at the age of
rwir aniel o hall Usuwally, however it happens ar the age
three and o half and she has her first cubs when she is
Four. A male bear s sexually mature o year later, when
he is at least thriee and a half but most commenly when
he s fowr and @ half Yer heas no likely o impregnate
a female as there are older and stronger males who
dominate the area

The female in heat sends off scent messages that attract
the males {rom far away. Several of them pather around
o lemale and very olten Hghe for a rght wo mate. In addi-
Hon to terrifying growls, the bears strike with paws or
bite the head [vars) and neck. The weaker party vsually
gives inoon time, before serious injuries oocur, The win-
ner mates with the female several times during a few
davs and then leaves looking for another. This gives the

weaker or some other bear a chance ro mate afrer all

This wav the cubs do not necessarily have the same
father, which can be quite an advantage, On one hand
mture encournges diversity as o mweans of selection
Moare importantly, the offspong of different fathers
cornbuscs potential cub killers and the danger of mecting

a male who is not a Father diminishoes.

HABITAT

At the area of Plitvice; the female bears have a habitar of
about 10G-T50 square kilometres and the male over 200
sguare kilometres, These territories do not belong o indi-
viduals; they share it with 5-10 ather bears. The bears of
the same sex avoid each other within their area but they

never actively defend i, like for example the wolves do




GOLDEN RULES FOR CLOSE ENCOUNTERS

Tha food left around attracts bedrs 1t couid be fond left
t.!.n pq.upnse ot the baars 1o dind 'tharrl Iub:ﬂrumlm. pligitc=
dumutlc arirats) haftauer foud: rubtasn L] tlrm: and ton-
tainers or rubbish feft at legal or illegat waste-dumps. a1
suCh places bears sTart associating ihe man's smellwithi a
Pesilive expenience; whichis notwhat they-had learned in
the- “pasi-50; @ hear mth such an experience rmgﬁT not e
a-ﬁra'f wihin e 5885 a man e say then that he got used
it pecpie, which does ol mean that the bear s dmger~
s bt such behaviolr 15 mr‘raanf;.f fot desiFable; A bear
_T]'E_ﬂ doesn't run when hie mieets & man % potantially dan-

-:|'.'I. 1na

_qerous becse most people do Aot kndw what to do in

these §Iluéiiﬁr15 o wilt iry fo come-closer 10 see him
hener ar ulu? a phqtugr—ph 5|:|rn£_- will ot arid wuund
hireangd many Wikt start heligving hyat *;EEJng bipars s

_pﬁen means that there e o0 many of thems Sorme baars

that are Used 10 penple will Start doing damane on a regii-
lar-basis while fooking for faod. This & when it becomes a
probiem because such besrs do not live fang| They perish
in road accldents; gat k.Iﬂ.E_I'.‘l 3] EH:_E so-calied ssif-defence ar
are-datiberately kkllr_hg'l Remernber, don't g facdi the
bedrs or leave ribbish i the-bear's habitat

Do not Surprise a Bear

Asdrden-encoonterwithoa bear can hapgen when you

arexvalking in a thick foreston-a migged Termaln orwhan

the wing 15 blowing towwards you and there is some other
pRisa-in theenvimoamert n'_eg waterfalisk Whlle you ame
walking smund the bear's Rabitsl Tsake vour presand
foud-encugh sa that-the bear can hear you at least 30
MEtes-away, if o arg quiet you my find yoursslf within
bear’s “personal space”. Hi might feel endangered and
shiocked tnl' the-unexpecied surprise-and codd atack vou
asa means of-defence: The stzation is-especially- danger
ous when theencounter nvcives a wountded bear ora
mipther bearwith cubs She confd-anempt 1o-free the oas-

-sage for beroffspring by removing the mar from her path.

Astrike ofthe bears pawor the bite can be very danger=
ous-Gne should respect the strengih and speed of & baar
Arel-be caytious aall tirres. -

Do not approach the bear, especially a mother bear
wiith her cubs -

HEvisu-spota-bear-donot agproach Bim. VWatch: im from

“distarice Stake- photographs anc siowly mowva Zuay.

Do riot fun away from the bear
In' case you sccdentally come-actoss dbear di ot run. Try
e etV asidato g Rimsome spresand speakin

“guiet vhicertn halp him-arientate himself: I youaneina

company ol pecpls stay togethad ty that T biear does
Aot fesi encircied - IF ooty to scape abrupily o make &
It rroise e rright come-after you 1 there s Ao space’or
time- torescape, e fial with yourface on the groand:-and
préterd 1o be dasd, This way yoewill not pose theeat 1o
thi fear an',r rrmne antd he will 1 e Sdmslmas, Bt very
raredy. e bear can BEEITHAT 35 his pray. [n that caie ore
shauld defernd oneself with a3l FHISSITE Theans
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They Teave thelr marks in difterent ways, They vsually do
it by clow ing: on the tree bark or by breaking the top of a
smaller fir tree or o spruce. They also rub against conifer-

hair and =cent. The area that the

ours prees and leave their
\ " : i y
bears use one year will partly be used another vear ag

well, but they will enter some neighbouring areas while

ar the same ome discarding pares of the already used o
itiry. The habiturs are uswoally so larpe and locted in
a1l :I A Way ||-..|r '|1-.". reach i.'ll, '-,-||'.|:| |i||_' |'| WA |l|'_|1_"- ol the
n

Nattonal Park, This means that not a single bear is safe

From hunting, Although the habataes are large when com

pared 1o the onies in Scar v or Canada, they are in
foer exceptionally small, Then even female bears com-
miand the expanscs ab over R s{]uare kilometres, In
other words, 1 can be-smid thar the habimae of the Plinvice
b ie top quality as they can satisty ther needs in ten

CEnThes '-||I-'1|'.‘| ERTTitory ||'|.III or instiinoe m I"".-1.:'|il.'|l

RELATIONSHIP WITH MAN
I the mother bear was worth her sale, she had taehy her

obfspring to avoud people arany cost, OF course. she could

not teach them where the boundaries of the Park are and
s they wall surely meet peaple. in the Park as well as
outgide it. An encounter with the man is always lethal
for the bear He can be run over on the road or on the
ratlway trock. He can be shot down during the hunting
Thi !':'||'.l||' 1\.Irllll'.|| ['..rl (5]

SEg=LM

surrounded by

winting grounds and there are at least 7 feeding places

nat more than 1000 m from the borders of the park
Poachers will shoot at them for reagons kinown o them
only. A special problem occurs il o bear forages for food
in the garbage and other places comnectied with people

Such a bear loses his innate fear of man, which his moth-

er transferred o him and will ofren be seen sround,

which means additional problems. He might do damage,

@muse pamic among people when entering the e
plices, or risk being lalled on the road, maybe ear somie-
thing harmiul or get mapped in some rubbish. Anyvway,
that starts |"|'EI.I'.'Ir1|: i ths manner won't e

long. “Rubbish is a bear killer!™ 15 a saving that folds

true everywhere in the world,




