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Sažetak

Studija je usmjerena na istraživanje globalnih zdravstvenih gubitaka mađarske manjine u domovinskom ratu u Hrvatskoj (1991-1995). Ona je nastavak nacionalnog pilot ispitivanja provedenog na inicijativu sadašnjeg glavnog istraživača i Društva mađarskih znanstvenika i umjetnika u Hrvatskoj (DMZUH) tijekom 1996-1997 godine. Statistički podaci dobiveni iz ove pilot studije upozoravaju na činjenicu da je golema većina (oko 86%) mađarske manjine u Hrvatskoj, od kojih najveći dio ima prebivališta na području Istočne Slavonije i Baranje, bila prisiljena napustiti svoje domove tijekom rata. Oko 76% obitelji je izgubilo svoju gospodarsku infrastrukturu, što je daleko više nego što je procjenjeni nivo ratnih gubitaka za većinsko stanovništvo u ostalim dijelovima zemlje. Naposlijetku, ista ova preliminarna  ukazuje na to da statistike morbidnosti i mortaliteta za Mađarsku manjinsku zajednicu u Hrvatskoj nadmašuju očekivane stope za 3-4 puta u usporedbi sa statistikama iz prije ratnog perioda, isto kao što premašuju stope svih ostalih etničkih grupa koje su bile izložene istim ili sličnim traumatskim ratnim događanjima. (Baráth, 1966).

Ciljevi

Opći cilj i svrha istraživanja jest: unaprijediti zdravlje i dobrobit mađarske manjine u Hrvatskoj u poslijeratnom razdoblju. U operacionalizaciji, postoji tri specifična cilja: Prvo, ocijeniti globalne i specifične gubitke mađarskog nacionalnog entiteta u Hrvatskoj uslijed rata u socijalnim, gospodarskim i kulturnim resursima, s posebnom pozornošću na njihova povijesna naselja u Istočnoj Slavoniji i Baranji. Drugo, procijeniti temeljne zdravstvene potrebe pučanstva mađarske nacionalnosti u Hrvatskoj u razdoblju poslije rata, uključujući potrebe za krovom, poslom, obrazovanjem i kulturnim stvaralaštvom. Treće, sa stanovišta suvremenih akcijskih istraživanja, otkriti i promicati lokalne inicijative za revitalizaciju mađarskih povijesnih zajednica u Hrvatskoj, s posebnim naglaskom na podučja u Istočnoj Slavoniji i Baranji.

Methods

Two basic methods of contemporary social & health sciences research was designed for this study: descriptive study designs, and action research methods & techniques. From the first (descriptive) research perspectives, the study shall rest on the principles and techniques contemporary public health research, including survey and in-depth interviews with selected samples of Hungarian minority families from Croatia (N= 300 families, in total), in focusing on those from East Slavonia and Baranja region. On the other hand, following the descriptive methods, action research strategies and techniques will be implemented for promoting positive changes in selected sub-samples families and communities. From this perspectives, special emphasis will be set on helping returnee families to historic Hungarian settlements in East Slavonian and Baranja region, such as Kórógy/Korođ, Szent László/Laslovo, Kopács/Kopecevo, Csúza/Suza and many more.

Planned project activities (by study years):

1st study year: 

1. Analysis of available statistical records and other documents on the trends and rates social migration of Hungarian families from high-risk regions of Croatia during the warfare.

2. Completion of a survey on economic, social and other losses of Hungarian minority populations from the Croatian Baranja regions (Drávaszög), that during the warfare (until January 1996) were detached from the rest of the country.

3. Field work on the gathering of available statistics on demographic composition of former populations of major refugee camps in Hungary during the warfare, where the majority of Hungarian refugee families from Croatia were placed at, including gathering of available medical records.

2nd study year:
1. In-depth quantitative and qualitative analysis of survey data and other empirical measures gathered in the 1st study year, and to generate indicators on basic social and health needs of the surveyed populations at different sites of the country.

2. To conduct series of case studies with selected sub-samples of targeted (Hungarian) families and communities at different sites of the country in order to identify “best practices” in their copying with the economic, social, cultural, and mental health aftermath of war on a long range.

3. Preparatory work for action research (see 3rd study year below), with an emphasis on developing suitable strategies for community development in all those settlements of Croatia, whereas the statistical rates of native Hungarians in pre-war times steadily reflected their majority status in relation to all other ethnic-national groups (since 1961).

3rd study year:

1. To carry out effectively the action research component part of this scientific project, with an emphasis on specific techniques of strategic community development with a sub-sample of dominantly Hungarian settlements in the East Slavonian & Danubian region (ca. 30 settlements).

2. To carry out the evaluation of the action (community intervention) component part of this project, with an active involvement of both groups of local community representatives and groups of independent professional observes in the process.

3. To assess the merits and global impact of this project as a whole on the well-being of the Hungarian minority population of Croatia, and to make its major findings accessible to professional and general public both on national and international level.

Reporting period:

1st study year (January 1- December 31, 1998)

Project Activities & Resources ‘98

Accomplished project activities:

In the first 12-month period virtually all the planned project activities have been accomplished (see above). If broken down onto quarters, the activities were accomplished in this order:

January-March ’98:
1. Preparation for global project activities in ’98,,

2. Completion of ‘96-97 population survey with a selected samples of 200 Hungarian families from the Croatian Baranja region (Drávaszög), 

3. Preparation of field studies on former refugee camps in Hungary,

4. Preparation for the Budapest Regional Conference on Anti-Personal Landmines (Budapest, Hungary, March 26-28, 1998), with an invited Program Proposal on “Complex physical and psychosocial rehabilitation of children victims of landmines” to The International Campaign to Ban Landmines, from the side of The Government and National Assembly of the Republic Hungary, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

5. Miscellaneous activities (e.g. international networking, application for subsidiary grants).

April-June, ’98:
1. Coding of ‘96-97 screening questionnaires (N=200) completed by a sample of contacted 200 Hungarian families from the Croatian Baranja region,

2. Scheduling of joint field work with the local, national and international representatives of major rescue centers’ statistics in Hungary during the warfare (Nagyatád, Vése, Békéscsaba, Baja), where the majority Hungarian refugee families from Croatia fled off during the warfare,

3. Preparation for -, and active participation on the European Foundation Center (EFC) Minorities Interest Group Special Meeting (Budapest, 19-20, 1998), with an invited paper: “Wartime Losses of the Hungarian Minority in Croatia”, prepared by the present principal investigator to this project (Barath, 1998),

4. Preparation for -, and active participation on the Tenth Annual Johns Hopkins International Fellow Conference Building Private Support for Russian Nonprofit Organizations: A Strategy for the Future. (Moscow, June 27-July 2, 1998), with an invited paper: “Perspectives for a complex community development project in Croatia after the warfare: Case study of Korođ”, prepared by the present principal investigator to this project (Barath, 1998),

5. Work meetings with local (national) representatives of former refugee camps i Hungary for scheduling field work on available documentation analysis.

July-September, ’98:
1. Field work & data gathering on five major (former) refugee camp statistics has been accomplished, resulting with a data base on over 100 thousand refugees to Hungary from former Yugoslavia during the warfare (1991-1995), 

2. In-depth statistical analysis of comparative data bases of ’96 Household Surveys with over 400 Hungarian families from the East Slavonian & Baranja region, 

3. Preparation for -, and active participation on the First Round Table of the applicant institution (HMTMT), “The Past, Present and Future of Hungarian Minority in Croatia” (Zagreb, September 26-27), with a current project status report presented by the present principal investigator & his research associates from Croatia and Hungary.

October-December, ’98:
1. Completion of qualitative & quantitative data analysis from field studies and household surveys of nearly 400 Hungarian families from Croatia, of which 170 families from East Slavonia, 201 family from Baranja, and 23 surveyed families from other regions of the country, according to their permanent residency from before the war (as of 1991 census),

2. Preliminary analysis of refugee camp population survey data from Hungary, including coding over 100 thousand personal records for morbidity and mortality statistics,

3. Preparation for case studies with selected number of Hungarian families from East Slavonian & Baranja region, to be carried out in the 2nd study year, with comparable (matched-pair) samples of non-Hungarian families from the same regions,

4. Extended project activities, including found raising from resources other then the contracted ones (with the Ministry of Science and Technology, Republic of Croatia).

Project resources:

1. Financial resources: 

The Agreement for this project (Code #: D24002) between the Ministry of Science & Technology of the Republic of Croatia and the applicant institution was signed on September 19th, 1997, by Prof. dr. sc. Ivica Kostovic (Minister), from the Ministry’s side, and two representatives of the applicant institution, i.e. dr. sc. Károly Skala (President) and dr. sc. Árpád Baráth (Principal Investigator). The allocated financial resources for the accomplishment of the 1st study year were 70.000 Hr kn (ca. 13 thousand US$), which represents exactly one half of the planned resources. No additional financial support was allocated to this project from other sources.

2. Personal resources: 

Effectively, five professionals have taken active part in the accomplishment of project activities planned for this study year. They are:

· Baráth, Árpád, principal investigator (MF Zagreb/ JPU Pécs)

· Girán, János, research associate (JPU, Pécs)

· Héra, Gábor, research assistant (JPU, Pécs)

· Horváth László, project manager (HMTMT/DMZUH, Zagreb),

· Kunitz, Stephan, project consultant (University of Rochester, USA). 

In addition to this 5-member project team, groups of interviewers, local governance officials, local administrative personnel to refugee camps in Hungary were help the project from time to time with specific tasks of the fieldwork (ca. 10 persons, in total).

1. Equipment & office facilities: 

The main project activities were performed at two interlocking work sites of the principal investigator, one in Zagreb (DMZUH, Vodovodna 15), and the other in Pécs (JPU, Faculty of Humanities, Department of Sociology and Social Policy, Rókus u. 2). At both work sites, the customary office supply & equipment was used, including PC computers connected to the Internet, telephone & fax lines, Xerox machines, and more, all at the expenses of this project (see Fiscal Report ’98, below). For specific purposes, the project’s technical resources were expanded with the purchase of a portable PC computer (Laptop), at the personal expense of the principal investigator (ca. 200 US$ with investment). 

Major Research Findings

Situation analysis from secondary sources 

(1991-1993)

Demographic losses: 

According to the 1991 census, the total minority population Hungarians in the Republic of Croatia counted 22.355 persons. The vast majority of them (15.895 persons, in total) lived in Barnja (Drávaszög) and East Slavonia region, mostly in rural settlements. 

In the Baranja (Drávaszög) region, native Hungarians represented the majority resident population in ten settlements (cf. MAHO, 1998): Vörösmart (Zmajevac), Csúza (Suza), Hercegszőlős (Kneževi Vinogradi), Sepse (Kotlina), Kő (Kamenac), Karancs (Karanac), Laskó (Lug), Vardaróc (Vardarac), Kopács (Kopačevo), Bellye (Bilje). In 1991, the total number of Hungarians in this region counted 8.956 persons, of whom approximately 4.500 persons left their homes during the warfare (ca 50%). The other half of the population stayed at their homes, i.e. under the occupation by Serbian military forces, and it was consisted mostly of the elderly.

In the neighboring geopolitical region, in East Slavonia, the ’91 census population of native Hungarians counted 6.939 persons, with their majority living at eight rural-type settlements: Apáti (Opatovac), Csákovác (Cakovci), Dálya (Darda), Erdőd (Erdut), Kórógy (Korođ), Marinca (Marinci), Szentlászló (Laslovo), Haraszti (Hrastin). During the war, all these mostly Hungarian settlements have turned onto battlefields. About one half of their inhabitants fled their homes (ca. 3.500 persons). 

Table 1 (see below), and Graph 1 (in Appendix B) provide statistical estimates on the demographic losses of settlements where the majority of Hungarian families lived at before the war.

(Table 1 about here)
Table 1.

Statistical estimates on demographic losses of the Hungarian core population in Croatia (East Slavonia & Baranja regions) due to the war, by settlements.

Settlements with historic root populations of Hungarians in East Slavonia & Baranja region
Total population

(‘91 census)a
Hungarians by nationality 

(’91 census)a
Hungarians in exodus 

(since 91)b
Estimated demographic losses since 91

(in %)3

Aljmas (Almás)
823
75
50
66,67

Batina (Batina)
1449
688
300
43,60

Beli Manastir (Pélmonostor)
10146
865
700
80,92

Bilje (Bellye)
3571
422
350
82,94

Dalj (Dálya)
5515
314
120
38,22

Darda (Dárda)
6751
626
500
79,87

Draz (Darázs)
840
212
130
61,32

Erdut (Erdőd)
1459
162
120
74,07

Gajic (Márok)
517
75
50
66,67

K. Vinogradi (Hercegszőlős)
2127
382
250
65,45

Kamenac (Kő)
294
90
70
77,78

Karanac (Karancs)
1466
289
200
69,20

Kopacevo (Kopács)
805
610
370
60,66

Korođ (Kórógy)
748
603
600
99,50

Kotlina (Sepse)
460
416
100
24,03

Laslovo (Szentlászló)
1298
580
580
100,00

Lug (Laskó)
1036
834
280
33,57

Marinci (Marinca)
969
247
200
80,97

Novi Bezdan (Újbezdán)
376
329
140
42,55

Opatovac (Apáti)
550
116
80
68,96

Podolje (Nagybobolya)
282
178
100
56,18

Secerana (Cukorgyár)
729
65
50
76,92

St. Cakovci (Csákovci)
749
256
180
70,31

St. Jankovci (Jankovác)
2063
358
270
75,42

Suza (Csuza)
729
664
180
27,11

Vardarac (Várdaróc)
782
536
330
61,57

Zmajevac (Vörösmart)
1235
888
200
22,52


47860
Total
10880
Total
6591
Total
60,96
Average

Sources:

(a)
Popis stanovništva 1991:Narodnosni sastav stanovništva Hrvatske po naseljima. Zagreb: Republički zavod za statistiku, 1992.

(b) Faragó, F. (1994). A horvátországi magyarság háborúban elszenvedett kárai: 1991-1993. (Wartime losses of Croatian Hungarians 1991-1993). Pécs: Pedagógiai Intézet (Working Paper)

(c) Project estimates (1998).

Cultural losses:
With the outbreak of war in Croatia 27 settlements with substantial number of Hungarian residents (between 10-100% rates in total population) were under occupation by Serbian military and paramilitary forces: 20 settlements in the Baranja region, and 7 settlements in the East Slavonia region. From perspectives Hungarian minority in Croatia, this was a political systems change with catastrophic outcomes for its historic-cultural heritage. Specifically, the vast majority of Hungarian cultural institutions (over 90%) were placed in newly occupied regions, i.e. in small, rural-type settlements (see Table 1, above), including kindergartens, elementary schools (4-8th grades) in 22 settlements, one high school in Zmajevac (Vörösmart), local cultural centers, museums, churches, and more. 

Table 2 (see below) provides an overview of the Croatian Hungarian minority’s cultural resources in Baranja and East Slavonia region before the war, and eye-witness estimates on the rates & ways of their destruction by Serbian military and paramilitary forces (cf. Faragó, 1996
Table 2.

Summary estimates of the Hungarian minority’s cultural losses in the Croatian Baranja & East Slavonia regions during the occupation (1991-1996)

Hungarian historic-cultural institutions in the region 


Number before the war
Locations before the war
Number destroyed in war
Ways of destruction

1. Schools
23
Zmajevac, Kotlina, Suza, Lug, N. Bezdan, Kopacevo, Podoje, Batina, Draz, K. Vinogradui, Vardarac, Gajic, Bilje, Secerana Beli Manastir, Darda, Dalj, Laslovo, Korođ, Marinci, St. Jankovci, St. Cakovci, Opatovac
23
· phyisically destroyed (in Laslovo, Korođ),

· facilities robbed, destroyed (in Lug, Kopacevo, Dljska Planina, Bilje, N. Bezdan),

· neglect & misuse for military purposes by occupational forces

2. Local cultural centers
19
Batina, Zmajevac, Suza, Kotlina, Draz, Beli Manastir, K. Vinogradi, Darda, Kopacevo, Vardarac, Lug, Laslovo, Korođ, Marinci, Cakovci, Jankovci, N. Bezdan, Bilje
19
· physically destroyed (in Laslovo, Korođ),

· facilities robbed, destroyed (in Batina, Zmajevac, Kotlina, Draz, Darda, Kopacevo, Vardarac, Lug, Jankovci, Marinci),

3. School-based folklore groups
22
Existed at all public schools in the region.
22
· facilities physically destroyed (in Laslovo, Korođ),

· facilities robbed, or left to general misuse

4. Local libraries
Total fund with ca. 45.000  books
School libraries existed at all public schools in the region,  village libraries in 10 settlements (Batina, N. Bezdan, Zmajevac, Lug, Vardarac, Kn. Vinogradi, Darda, Laslovo, Korođ), and one central library (Beli Manastir).
Destroyed ca 30.000 books, i.e. 2/3rd of national heritage
· libraries physically destroyed (Laslovo, Korođ)

· library facilities robbed, book funds burned or left to general neglect

5. Local museums 
4
Local museums existed in Zmajevac, Lug, Laslovo, Korođ, with collections of rather archeological, folklore, arts & craft items.
2
· local museums physically destroyed (in Laslovo and Korođ),

· at other places funds robbed, stolen and/or left to general neglect 

6. Churches & pastoral properties
29
18 Roman Catholic, and 11 Protestant churches & rectories existed throughout the region
13
· physically totally destroyed 8 churches (in Beli Manastir, Draz, Darda, Laslovo, Korođ, Lankovci, N. Bezdan),

· 4 others robbed, internally burned, & demolished (Kopacevo, Lug, Zmajevac, Batina).

Mortal victims of aggression:
So far, no exact statistical figures exist on mortal victims of war among Hungarians from Croatia. Reports from 1993 would suggest, that “the topic is too sensitive, and people are afraid to talk about the whole issue” (cf. Faragó, 1996). The following table may provide only a hint on this specific, still uncovered issue.

Table 3.

Mortal victims of military aggression among Hungarian residents in the Barnja & East Slavonia regions (until 1993)a

Place (settlement) of permanent residency


No. of victims

Batina
2

Beli Manastir
2

Bilje 
6

Dalj Planina
5

Darda
3

Draz
1

Jankovci 
7

Kopacevop
2

Korođ
6

Kotlina
2

Laslovo
5

Marinci 
20

Novi Bezdan
3

Podolje
1

Total
65

Source:

(a) Faragó (1996).

Main results of sample surveys on wartime losses 

(1996-1998)

Specific goal
One of the major project activities in the past (’98) study year was to focus on the completion of a comprehensive household survey with representative samples of Hungarian families from Croatia, stratified in three critical (criterion) groups: 

Sample A: Families from East Slavonia, i.e. high-risk zone families,

Sample B: Families from Baranja, i.e. medium-risk zone families,

Sample C: Families from other parts of Croatia, i.e. low-risk zone families.

Sample frame:

By the end of the study year, a representative (stratified) sample of Hungarian families from Croatia have been surveyed, with the following statistics sample statistics:

Total sample size:
N=394 cases, of which:



Sample A (E. Slavonia): 
n=170 cases
(43,1%)



Sample B (Baranja) 
:
n=201 cases
(51,0%)



Sample C (Other regions):
n= 23 cases
(5,8%)

The three sub-samples were selected according to the methods and principles of quota sampling, whereas two selection criteria were applied for first contact interviews: One was the listing of permanent residency of families in 1991 (in using the ‘91Census data base, thanks to the Ministry of Interior Affairs of Croatia, way back in 1993). According to this selection criteria 50-50% percent rates were expected from the two sampling areas mostly exposed to war (E. Slavonia Baranja), with a 5 percent representation of Hungarian families from other parts of Croatia (e.g. Zagreb), as a control group. The second selection criteria of families from the available data base was to random selection of settlements where the relative number of Hungarian residents in 1991 was at least 10 percent. 

The frequency distribution of surveyed families by  places of residency in 1991 to be found in Appendix A.

Data listed in Table 4 (below) would clearly demonstrate that the three selected sub-samples were exposed at different degrees, and in different ways to traumatic war events and related losses. Virtually all (91%) of Hungarian families residing in the E. Slavonia region were forced to leave their homes, and only about half of those from the Baranja region has had to do so. None of the Hungarian families spread over other (more safe) parts of the country (e.g. Zagreb, Istra, Dalmatia regions) was forced onto displacement and/or refugee status.

Table 4.

Migration status of surveyed families during the war

Residency in ’91


Stayed at home
Left home
Total

East Slavonia:
9

5,9%
139

91,1%
153

100,0%

Baranja
81

41,1%
115

58,9%
197

100,0%

Other regions
23

100,0%

23

100,0%

Total
113

30,3%
254

68,7%
373

100,0%


Methods & instruments:
The combination of personal (introductory) interviews and the technique of mail survey was adopted, with randomly selected sub-samples of Hungarian families in the targeted areas (A-B-C), according to 1991 census data. In the allocation of the selected families (as in ‘96-97), the project team was helped from the side of local community leaders (e.g. school principals, church principals).

The basic research instrument of this part of the study was consisted of a self-administered questionnaire, the copy of which to be found attached to this document (see Attachment A). The questionnaire has been consisted of three parts. 

1. Family composition before- and after  the war, including questions on the national identity of each family member. 

2. Family’s economic standing before and after the war, including estimates on the total worth of real estates. 

3. Family’s cultural resources before and after the war, including indicator on family’s cultural heritage (e.g. books in the house).

4. Major stressful life events in the family since the outbreak of war in the region, including war related events & their impact on the family’s well being, by large.

Changes in demographic composition of families
Table 5 provides the summary statistics on 9 survey research variables related to the question: Whether the composition of the surveyed family has had changed during the wartime? If yes, in what respect?

Table 5.

Statistical estimates demographic changes of the surveyed Hungarian families in East Slavonia & Baranja during the war (1991-1996)

Paired variables
Sample size

(N)
Mean

(M)
Std. dev.

(SD)
Paired Differences (t-test)
Sig.

(2-tailed)
Relative change 

(in %)

Pair 1:

CST91

CST96
Family size

· in 1991

· in 1996
357

357
3,76

3,29
1,62

1,54
6,826
,000
-12,5

Pair 2:

MAGY91

MAGY96
Hungarians in family:

· in 1991

· on 1996
358

358
2,87

2,48
1,74

1,58
5,974
,000
-13,6

Pair 3:

HORV91

HORV96
Croats in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
360

360
0,77

0,78
1,30

1,30
0,210
,834
n.s.

Pair 4:

SZERB91

SZERB96
Serbs in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
360

360
0,03

0,06
0,26

0,44
1,544
,131
n.s.

Pair 5:

MAS91

MAS96
Other national. in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
360

360
0,07

0,08
0,35

0,32
0,648
,517
n.s.

Pair 6:

XKOR91

XKOR98
Average age:

· in 1991

· in 1996
365

365
40,53

44,47
18,23

19,82
7,170
,000
+9,97

Pair 7:

GYER91

GYER96
Children in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
358

358
0,93

0,79
1,01

1,00
3,420
,001
-15,05

Pair 8: :KOZK91

KOZK96
Adults in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
360

360
2,11

1,80
1,72

1,43
3,835
,000
-14,07

Pair 9:

IDOS91

IDOS96
Elderly in family:

· in 1991

· in 1996
360

360
0,82

0,77
0,87

0,81
1,309
1,309
n.s.

Statistically significant (p < ,05) changes have occurred in the total number of family members living in the same household (loss about 12%). This shrinking of the total family size is about 3-4 times more than the average population loss in the size of Hungarian families over decades of living in former Yugoslavia (average population loss 3,5% per 5-year intervals, since 1961)! Peculiarly, most losses were due to family members with Hungarian national identity (13,6% loss). In contrast, statistically non-significant losses were recorded in the frequency rates of family members with any other (non-Hungarian) national-ethnic background. The average life expectancy rates of the surveyed families was estimated roughly about 5 years less than statistically expected, mostly due to substantially decreased rates of children & adult age groups in the population.

Indicators on family desintegration during the warfare 

Striking are the survey statistics regarding the rates, and dynamics of family disintegration during the warfare. The statistics shown in Table 6 are only illustrative, at this stage of the research

Table 6

Statistical rates of family fractionating during the warfare (1991-1996)

Categories 


Frequency by families
Percent
Valid percent

Frequency distribution of missing family members since ’91:

None

1 person

2 persons

3 persons

4 persons

5 persons

6 persons

7 persons

Total

NA (missing data)

Total


236

56

36

7

9

12

3

1

360

5

365
64,7

15,3

9,9

1,9

2,5

3,3

8,3

0,3

98,6

1,4

100,0
65,6

15,6

10,0

1,9

5,5

3,3

0,8

0,3

100,0

Reasons for absence among family members since’91:

None absent

Divorce

Death

Missing

Refugee

New marriage

Else

Total

NA (missing data)

Total


236

4

23

7

35

17

29

351

14

365
64,7

1,1

6,3

1,9

9,6

4,7

7,9

96,2

3,8

100,0
67,2

1,1

6,6

2,0

10,0

4,8

8,3

100,0

Split among family members due to war, since’91:

No split

Couples

Siblings

Parent/child

Grandpr/ch

Others

Total

NA (missing data)

Total


234

24

6

43

24

14

346

19

365
64,1

6,6

1,6

11,8

6,6

4,1

94,8

5,2

100,0
67,6

6,9

1,7

12,4

6,9

4,3

100,0

Length of separation among family members due to war since ‘91 (in years):

No split 

1 year

2 years

3 years

4 years

5 years

6+ years

Total

NA (missing data)

Total


238

11

7

11

11

71

8

357

8

365
66,2

3,0

1,9

3,0

3,0

19,5

2,2

97,8

2,2

100,0
66,7

3,1

2,0

3,1

3,1

19,9

2,3

100,0

The following findings may deserve special attention and further elaboration: First, only 2/3rd of the families stayed non-fractionated during the warfare. Second, one or two family members left about 25% of families. Of those one half went to refugee, and the other half probably died. Third, striking are the high-rate statistics about the long-term split between children & parents (about 12% rates), as well between grandchildren & grandparents (7% relative rates). And finally, the average rates of separation among family members have been estimated far over 3 years, which is critical both for family development per se, and for the re-vitalization of communities in the historical habitat of Hungarian minority in Croatia.

Global indicators on economic losses

According to completed survey estimates, the economic losses of surveyed Hungarian families are of multiple origin, in the combination of loosing jobs in then public sector (about 8 percent), all to loosing some 80% of the income sources from private sector/ family enterprise

The next table(Table 7, see below) shall highlight the structural, and multi-level economic losses of the surveyed families, reached in this study year.

Table 7.

Statistical estimates on economic losses of  surveyed Hungarian families in East Slavonia & Baranja during the war (1991-1996)

Paired variables/Resources
Sample size

(N)
Mean

(M)
Std. dev.

(SD)
Paired Differences (t-test)
Sig.

(2-tailed)
Relative change 

(in %)

Pair 1:

JOV91

JOV96
Family income

· in 1991

· in 1996
341

341
719 DEM

712 DEM
300,81

5400,89
0,022
,982
n.s.

Pair 2:

SUMAF91

SUMAF96
Public Sector resources:

· in 1991

· in 1996
351

351


1,52

1,39
1,12

0,90
2,103
,036
-8,55%

Pair 3:

SUMBf91

SUMB96
Private Sector resources:

· in 1991

· in 1996
350

350
0,57

0,43
0,87

0,80
3,867
,000
-24,56%

Pair 4:

SUMTUL91

SUMTUL96
Own business resources:

· in 1991

· in 1996
351

351
0,33

0,15
0,70

0,43
5,851
,000
-51,52%

Pair 5:

VAGYON91

VAGON96
Real estate property (in DEM)

· in 1991

· in 1996
283

283
192.884

53.363 
255.847

194.447
10,871
,000
-70,78

Summary of Refugee Camp Surveys

Background information

In the reported research period five Refugee Camps in Hungary were investigated: Nagyatád, Békéscsaba, Vése, Baja, Bicske, and selected data of the refugees has had been gathered. However, that would be a better interpretation to talking about only two main camps, because, Nagyatád and Békéscsaba were the center of the mentioned refugee camps. The other two camps, Baja and Bicske, were the supplementary camps of this two center, it means, the all administration and any other official activity were managed in this two center. Thus, in the further part of this paper, only the two center camp, and its data, will be named. There is an other camp with a special status, Vése. Therefore, Vése was not a formal refugee camp, as opposed to previous camps, „only” a place where a lots of refugees came together for a longer period. 

Activities

Surveys of the sociological and epidemological data bases of five major refugee camps, were accomplished in this study year, from July to September ’98. These are: 

1. Creation of the data base of rescue camp in Vése Rescue center the total number of records over 2000s since 1991 (still information)

2. Creation of data base of Békéscsaba Rescue center with over  2700 records

3. Creation of data base of Nagyatád Rescue center with over 8500 records

4. Creation of data base of other Rescue centers in Southern Hungary (Baja, Bicske.)

This activities were mostly concentrated on completing the full data base on the Hungarian refugee families from Croatia during the warfare, in comparing their demographic, family, morbidity and other attributes during their stay with other ethnic groups arriving from other parts of former Yugoslavia. 

Main results

In this partial summary of the whole research program concentrates on the exploration of the main characteristics of arrival and leaving trends of refugees with different nationalities. The data of the following tables will demonstrate the main trends of this issue. Table 8. shows the number of arrivals of Nagyatád and Békéscsaba Refugee Camps between 1991 and 1996 according to nationality. 

Table 8.

The number of arrivals according to nationality 
1991-1996

Nationality
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996


B*
N**
B*
N**
B*
N**
B*
N**
B*
N**
B*
N**

Hungarians
84
444
46
185
281
49
90
15
28
5
15
-

Croatians
82
1225
5
225
20
65
27
51
52
7
-
-

Gypsies
-
-
-
41
2
23
-
81
8
9
-
-

Bosnians
-
71
357
3782
14
950
6
611
360
49
34
-

Serbians
15
-
8
-
1
-
-
-
1
-
-
-

Note:*Data of Békéscsaba Refugee Camp

       ** Data of Nagyatád Refugee Camp

Into the Békéscsaba camp the Bosnians, in two different wave (’92 and ’95), and the Hungarians (’93) arrived in the largest number. The other members of the nationalities continuously and uniformly arrived. 

Into the Nagyatád camp in 1991 the Croatians and the Hungarians arrived in the largest number, and in 1992 the Bosnians. After this waves continuously decreased the arrival of refugees of each nationality. Consequently, the most of the Hungarians arrived in 1991, Croatians also in 1991, and the Bosnians in 1992. 

The Table 9. shows the number of arrivals according to the war exposure measurement of their last residence. 

Table 9.

The number of arrivals according to the war exposure measurement
1991-1996

Nationality
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996


H*
L**
H*
L**
H*
L**
H*
L**
H*
L**
H*
L**

Hungarians
21
507
3
228
4
326
2
103
-
33
-
15

Croatians
369
938
126
134
32
53
22
56
7
52
-
-

Gypsies
1
-
4
37
2
23
17
64
1
16
-
-

Bosnians
38
33
2114
2025
500
464
292
325
35
374
3
31

Serbians
-
15
-
8
-
1
-
-
-
1
-
-

Note:* Number of refugees from High Exposure areas

       ** Number of refugees from Low Exposure areas

The member of all nationalities, in every year, arrived mostly from the low exposure areas. It means, than the opportunity to participate in the war was more „terrify” than the effective war. That can be supposed, than who have been in the war, made less effort to escape (or they have less opportunity to escape), than others who have had been closed out from the reality of war.

The Table 10. contains the data concerning to how long time was spent in the refugee camps by the refugees according to the year of arrival and nationality. This kind of data base shows the situation of the Nagyatád camp only, because from the data base of the other camp this information are missing. 

Table 10.

Staying period of refugees in Nagyatád Camp according to year of arrival and nationality


Nationality
Period of staying (year)



0
1
2
3


Hungarians
1
23
28
8

1991
Croatians
17
456
411
150


Gypsies
1
3
2
1


Bosnians
2
23
17
12


Serbians
-
-
-
-


Nationality
Period of staying (year)



0
1
2
3


Hungarians
19
14
8
-

1992
Croatians
90
86
42
3


Gypsies
16
18
2
-


Bosnians
1473
1199
489
69


Serbians
-
-
-
-


Nationality
Period of staying (year)



0
1
2
3


Hungarians
17
2
23
-

1993
Croatians
21
3
26
-


Gypsies
8
109
10
-


Bosnians
323
5
383
-


Serbians
-
-
-
-


Nationality
Period of staying (year)



0
1
2
3


Hungarians
2
11
-
-

1994
Croatians
6
33
-
-


Gypsies
11
57
-
-


Bosnians
77
433
-
-


Serbians
-
-
-
-


Nationality
Period of staying (year)



0
1
2
3


Hungarians
5
-
-
-

1995
Croatians
5
-
-
-


Gypsies
6
-
-
-


Bosnians
43
-
-
-


Serbians
-
-
-
-

The information of the tables above can be considered like the model of the fluctuation behavior of refugees, because, the Nagyatád camp was the largest camp with the largest refugee population. The main result of the analysis, the Bosnian refugees spent the longest time in the camp, and contrary to all expectations, the Hungarian refugees spent the shortest time. In particularly, that refugees spent longer time in the camp, who arrived at the first or middle period of the war-time. 

Further activities for the second study year

1. Completion of in-depth statistical analyses of surveyed data gathering from household interviews with selected samples of Hungarian minority families from Croatia. (Qualitative interviews with ca. 30 families).

2. Elaboration of data bases from rescue camps from Hungary (over 30000 records for two estimates the survival statistics of Hungarian refugees in these camps, as compare to other ethnic groups of refugees from the territories of former Yugoslavia. 

3. Preparation work for action research in selected settlements in Croatia, with the revitalization of the Hungarian historic and cultural resources in these regions.

Financial Report

The financial reporting of the applicant institution (HMTMT) to be attached to this document. 

Pécs, January 12 1999.
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