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INFLUENCE OF THE PAN-EUROPEAN CORRIDOR Vc ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM-RELATED SERVICES IN THE REGION OF SLAVONIA AND BARANYA

Summary

The Region of Slavonia and Baranya, under its auspices, offers a broad range of resources which are still insufficiently used and which can only partly be found in the tourism-related services.

The basic path for development of tourism in Slavonia and Baranya should start from creating high quality tourist offer in the so-called green, production region (continental Croatia), towards the so-called blue, consumer region (seaside Croatia), where the Vc Corridor would be the “lifeline” for development of tourist offer of Slavonia and Baranya.

With construction of the E-73 expressway, the region of Slavonia and Baranya will not only be connected to the south of Croatia, but there is also a possibility of connecting to all European regions through the existing European corridor network, to which the A5 expressway is connected.

With better connections, this Region will inevitably experience a revival and expand its existing tourist offer which should in the future become a framework for creating a whole, integral tourist product.
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Introduction

Today, when Republic of Croatia is at the doorstep of the economic community of developed European countries, the strengthening of our own identity and our potential is becoming crucial for survival in the world where global competition is at its peak. The Region of Slavonia and Baranya has all prerequisites for equable agricultural development and the development of rural tourism. The tradition, land, climate, waters, natural beauties, well preserved heritage, the people - those are just some treasures hiding in this area. By gaining the status of candidate country for the EU membership, Croatia also got entitled to use the money from pre-accession funds, total of 265 million EUR for the period of 2005-2006. The Region of Slavonia and Baranya needs to use this opportunity by applying for projects of rural development. Offered funds can be also used for the development of rural tourism. Since the main prerequisite for the development of tourism is a high quality of infrastructure, the construction of Corridor Vc will help to create a new image of this region – a place where every man will want to live. 

Rural Tourism – The Future of Slavonia and Baranya

The Region of Slavonia and Baranya is a lowland area bounded by three major rivers – Drava, Sava and Danube, with marshlands in Baranya, moderate climate and with people who are full of ideas, but they only need encouragement and, even more, advice from its government on how to manage projects. 

Rural tourism is the future that has already arrived. But the current inadequate tourist capacities in this region are its main problem today.

Traditional forms of rural tourism include
:

· Accommodation (hotels, hostels, self-service, camps etc.);

· Agro-tourism (accommodation with an offer of one’s own products);

· Gastronomy;

· Sight-seeing of exciting places and landmarks (vineyards, parks, monuments, castles etc.)

· Offer based on informal forms of tourism (horseback riding, bicycle routes, jogging paths etc.).

The tourist offer in rural area can be manifested through various types of tourism:

· Farmhouse tourism

· Regional and residential tourism

· Sport-recreation tourism

· Health tourism

· Educational tourism

· Transit tourism

· Camping tourism

· Continental tourism

· Cultural and religious tourism

· Hunting and fishing tourism

· Wine and gastronomy tourism

· Eco-tourism etc.

According to the elements mentioned above, it is obvious that rural tourism in this region has a great potential for quality and even development, since the Region of Slavonia and Baranya has all of these prerequisites.

In spite of all the prerequisites that this region possesses, the fact stands that the Region of Slavonia and Baranya, according to the data from the year 2004, notes a decrease in number of arrivals and overnight stays of tourists, compared to the year before (See Table No.1) 

          Table No.1 Arrivals and overnight stays of tourists in the region of Slavonia and Baranya
	Region of Slavonia and Baranya
	2002.
	2003.
	2004.

	
	arrivals
	overnights
	arrivals
	overnights
	arrivals
	overnights


	Slavonski Brod–Posavina County
	13.952
	26.001
	17.339
	37.492
	17.484
	34.229

	Osijek-Baranja County
	51.827
	116.584
	54.901
	115.537
	53.510
	110.939

	Požega-Slavonia County
	4.498
	8.108
	5.757
	10.851
	5.798
	11.239

	Virovitica-Podravina County
	3.677
	10.199
	4.302
	13.930
	5.514
	14.125

	Vukovar-Srijem County
	22.486
	52.439
	21.568
	47.339
	24.650
	43.517

	Region total:
	96.440
	213.331
	103.867
	225.149
	106.956
	214.049


Source: Državni zavod za statistiku; Statističke informacije 2005; Zagreb, 2005, p. 98

It is visible in this table that the number of tourist arrivals increases year after year but the number of overnights in a downfall. The number of tourist arrivals in this region, according to the data from the year 2004, makes only 1.13 percent of total number of tourist arrivals in Republic of Croatia. The reasons for such a small number of arrivals to the Region of Slavonia and Baranya lies in poor road infrastructure, which represents the main factor of development of tourism.
It is interesting to see the ratio between domestic and foreign tourist arrivals in the next table.
Table No.2: Ratio between domestic and foreign tourists by arrivals and overnights in the year 2004 
	Region of Slavonia and Baranya
	Domestic
	Foreign

	
	arrivals
	overnights
	arrivals
	overnights

	Slavonski Brod–Posavina County
	9.680
	22.389
	7.804
	11.840

	Osijek-Baranja County
	41.002
	85.202
	12.508
	25.737

	Požega-Slavonia County
	4.343
	8.597
	1.455
	2.642

	Virovitica-Podravina County
	4.729
	12.329
	785
	1.746

	Vukovar-Srijem County
	17.589
	32.383
	7.061
	11.134

	Region total:
	77.343
	160.900
	29.613
	53.099


Source: Državni zavod za statistiku; Statistički ljetopis 2005; Zagreb, 2005, p. 721

It is obvious that the most of the tourist arrivals are domestic. Domestic tourists make 75 percent of total number of tourists who visited this region and stayed overnight. When we look at the big picture, the number of domestic tourists in this region is about 5 percent of total number of domestic tourists in Republic of Croatia, while the number of foreign tourists in this region is only 2 percent of total number in Republic of Croatia. When we look at the number of overnights, the number of domestic overnights is only 0.6 percent of national number, while foreign overnights make only 0.1 percent of total number of foreign overnights in Republic of Croatia.
It is also interesting to look at the table that shows which countries on Corridor Vc route have shown the biggest interest for visiting this region. Poland is included in this table because of the recent increased interest for visiting our region in this country (See Table No.3).

Table No.3: Arrivals and overnight stays of foreign tourists by nationality in the year 2004 
	Region of Slavonia and Baranya
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Hungary
	Poland

	
	arrivals
	overnights
	arrivals
	overnights
	arrivals
	overnights

	Slavonski Brod-Posavina County
	533
	930
	176
	238
	153
	357

	Osijek-Baranja County
	1.832
	3.415
	495
	754
	251
	363

	Požega-Slavonia County
	64
	77
	53
	74
	31
	31

	Virovitica-Podravina County
	14
	61
	85
	228
	1
	1

	Vukovar-Srijem County
	339
	502
	122
	171
	90
	114

	Region total:
	2.782
	4.985
	
931
	1.465
	526
	866


Source: Državni zavod za statistiku; Statistički ljetopis 2005; Zagreb, 2005, pp. 722-723.

It is visible in this table that the highest number of tourists, in most of this region’s counties, comes from Bosnia and Herzegovina, while tourists from Hungary make the most in Virovitica-Podravina County. Compared to the total number of tourists on national level, tourists from Bosnia and Herzegovina that visit this region make 1.7 percent of total number of tourists coming from that country (0.7 percent of total overnight stays), tourists from Hungary make about 0.2 percent (0.07 percent of overnights), while tourists from Poland also make 0.2 percent of total number of Polish visiting Croatia (0.07 percent of overnights). 

The main reason for small number of domestic and foreign visitors in this region, even though there is increased interest for Continental Croatia and rural tourism in our country, lies in poor marketing campaigns for this part of our country and in poor traffic infrastructure. Besides those two main reasons, some other obstacles prevent the development of rural tourism, such as weak competitiveness of this sector on the market, undeveloped rural infrastructure, constant emigration, unfavorable age and training structures and centralized government/management system.

While main strengths and advantages of this region are natural conditions (climate, natural beauties), its big weakness is the lack of infrastructure (poor traffic connection). The potential possibilities are numerous. One of those possibilities is the development of rural tourism and agro-tourism because this area has rich cultural heritage and well-preserved environment, while another possibility for this region is open by new trends in tourist demands. 

The Impact of Pan-European Corridor Vc on the Development of Rural Tourism in This Region 

Corridor Vc is not just some “new road”, but it also brings new people, shopping centers, warehouses, plants, capital.

But this new capital can present to the world the one thing we are very proud and fond of – our natural wealth, our autochthonous products, our customs and cultural heritage. 

The fact is that the Corridor Vc will affect the number of tourist visiting this region, since the development of quality traffic infrastructure is the main prerequisite for their arrival. The best proof for that is the increase in number of tourists visiting NP Krka after the construction of A1 Zagreb – Split expressway, where the number of visitors has significantly increased, compared to the year before (See Table No.4).

Table No.4: Number of visitors in NP “Krka” in the seasons 2003, 2004 and 2005.

	Month
	Number of visitors

	
	VI-IX 2005.
	VI-IX 2004.
	VI-IX 2003.

	June
	81.777
	75.997
	73.906

	July
	164.216
	139.664
	142.964

	August
	222.949
	193.617
	183.369

	September
	95.886
	79.245
	76.640

	TOTAL VI - IX 
	564.828
	488.523
	


Source: Hrvatska gospodarska komora, Županijska komora Šibenik, Turistička ostvarenja u Šibensko-kninskoj županiji; URL: http://hgk.biznet.hr/hgk/tekst.php?a=b&page=tekst&id=1648

It is visible in this table that the number of tourists visiting NP Krka in the year 2005 is much larger than the year before. Since the margin between the year 2004 and 2003 is rather small, we can conclude that one of the reasons for that increase was the construction of the expressway. And if we know that the increase of visitors in NP Krka is somewhat connected to the opening of A1 expressway, it is obvious that the construction of Corridor Vc should bring more tourists to our region too.
Conclusion
The Region of Slavonia and Baranya should, because of its natural potentials and the tradition which is preserved up until today, turn to the development of rural parts through forms of rural tourism. Rural tourism in the Region of Slavonia and Baranya has a great potential of becoming a successful economy branch because it systematically preserves natural and cultural heritage, and on the other hand, it also allows realization of economic benefits, together with bringing prosperity to the people in this region. In present conditions, the planned Corridor Vc expressway that will run through this area will represent the lifeline for creating quality tourist offer in this region. It is necessary to invest additional funds into quality advertising and to construct supporting roads along the corridor. 
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