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Bjelonogi rak (Austropotamobius pallipes (Lereboullet)) je autohtona europska vrsta deseteronožnih rakova iz porodice Astacidae koja naseljava i slatkovodne ekosustave Hrvatske. Rasprostranjen je u rijekama jadranskog sliva, a u Europi ga se može naći južnim i zapadnim dijelovima uključujući i britansko otočje. Često je bio objekt proučavanja i predstavlja skupinu čiji su taksonomski odnosi zamršeni pa ga se stoga smatra kompleksom.

Zbog antopogenog utjecaja broj populacija je u stalnom opadanju pa se ovu vrstu danas smatra ugroženom te podliježe zaštiti kako u Hrvatskoj tako i u ostatku Europe.

Cilj našeg istraživanja je bio proučiti filogenetske odnose između hrvatskih populacija bjelonogog raka kao i njihovu poziciju naspram do sada proučenih populacija ove vrste u Europi korištenjem različitih molekularno-filogenetskih metoda na dva mitohondrijska genetska biljega. U radu se raspravljaju rezultati dobiveni molekularno-filogenetskim analizama.
MOLECULAR PHYLOGENETIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WHITE-CLAWED CRAYFISH (AUSTROPOTAMOBIUS PALLIPES (LEREBOULLET)) POPULATIONS 
Maguire I., Franjević D., Futo M., Gottstein S., Šrut M., Klobučar G.

University of Zagreb, Faculty of science, Department of Zoology; Rooseveltov trg 6, 10000 Zagreb

The white-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes (Lereboullet)) is a native European freshwater crayfish inhabiting Croatian freshwater habitats. It is naturally distributed in the Adriatic Sea drainage, while in Europe it is found in its southern and western parts, including British Isles. It has been frequently studied and it presents a taxon that is highly structured, so the latest suggestion is to consider A. pallipes as a species complex.

The number of populations is continuously diminishing so it is treated as endangered species and it protected by Croatian and international laws. 

The purpose of this research was to study the phylogenetic position of Croatian populations in comparison to already studied populations of this species in the rest of Europe utilizing broad range of phylogentic methods on two mitochondrial genetic markers. Results of phylogenetic analysis are discussed in details. 

