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Abstract

The principal aim of the article is to examine politics of sexuality in Croatia in 1990’s. Based on discourse analysis, the article aims to describe negotiations between the present and the past in building of national identity in 1990’s and its consequences. Contemporary politic of sexuality was influenced by what Stuart Hall calls “resources of history” and scientific discourses which originate in late 19th century, but influence present social reality causing antagonisms, exclusions, marginalization. 
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Introduction

In this paper I would like to provide an analysis of politics of sexuality in Croatia, i.e. how discourses on sexuality influenced or affected the building of Croatian national identity.
Since the twentieth century was a very turbulent time for Croatia, when it completely changed the administration and the ruling system for six times in the course of the century
, with each new political constitution there came new, different politics. With the fall of communism and splitting of the Socialistic Federative Republic of Yugoslavia in 1990, when national states were constituted anew, the body and its sexuality were heavily involved in the building of new national identity. Besides, with the forming of Croatian national state, most of Croatian citizens declared themselves Catholic. In this sense, national, gender, and religious identity in Croatia are in constant articulation and in constant negotiation with the past, constructing the interplay of political, economical, and cultural discourses in certain period.

Accepting the concept of hegemonic struggle in construction of social reality, I aimed to describe who or what, and how generates discourses on sexuality, and what are the consequences of such representation, i.e. what is the impact of it on social subjects and social reality. For example, reinforced patriarchal and conservative gender roles in the new democratic state in 1990th automatically raised questions of children/human rights in contemporary, democratic Croatia and therefore I would also like to raise some critical questions concerning modern Croatian state. 
In doing my research on discourses on sexuality, I used the method of discourse analysis. Michel Foucault
 saw social reality as constructed by discourses and according to him identities are effects of different discourses. Jacob Torfing
 would say that discourse analysis is mainly used to study the construction of political identities and how some politics got engaged in the formation of certain social reality. Accordingly, myth of motherhood, or myth of family in some period in Croatia are politically contested. It is not always the state the one, who dictate or create certain politics or identity, but they are formed by contingent play of discourses, and there are always some power holders producing discourses, fighting for hegemony and domination and they are sometimes on local, sometimes on state or global level
. Therefore my aim will not be to describe all the concepts managed by the politics of sexuality - it would be impossible, but to abstract some concepts out of discourses of sexuality and see how they are interlaced with other discourses like nationalism, birth politics, etc., to analyze the spots where discourses of sexuality intersect with these concepts, and to describe its reflections in shaping identities i.e. to explore “how specific discourses reproduce or transform relations of power as well as relations of meaning”
. 

I examined changes, regularities and antagonisms in politics of sexuality in Croatia by analyzing the educational system and discourses on sexuality presented to children in text books of sex education, religious education, Croatian language and science. I analyzed also national and international laws, international politics of sexuality, scientific discourses on sexuality and writings in newspapers and on internet portal. Here, I will present only the part of it: precisely what politics of sexuality produced religious text books which I see as highly relevant in constructing national identity in 1990’s.
As discourse theory declines the possibility of one truthful description of social reality, also my contribution to the question of politics of sexuality in Croatia is in broadening existing descriptions of articulation of sex, gender, ethnicity, religion in some period in Croatia and maybe to give some alternative interpretation of some social phenomena or critical retrospect of mainstream interpretations or analyses of sexuality issues in Croatia. 
Forming of Croatian national identity
As Stuart Hall suggests, “Though they seem to invoke an origin in a historical past with which they continue to correspond, actually identities are about questions of using the resources of history, language and culture in the process of becoming rather than being” 
. One of such cultural historical resources used to build national identity in Croatia is Catholicism. Sandra Prlenda
 described Chatolic youth’s organization The Croat Eagle Union ( Hrvatski orlovski savez, 1923-1929) and its successor Crusader’s Organization (Križarska organizacija 1930-1945) as “a major political force in the twentieth-century history of the Catholic Church in Croatia”, fighting for “rechristialization of society” and against communism which was accused to propagate liberal ideas and atheism. To the contrary youth organization Croatian Falcon, also active these days, was the part of panslavic Falcon organization which recruited the youth in communistic spirit, and although in description apolitical, these organizations raised the youth in two different and conflicting ideologies: national and communistic. Because of such strong influence of Catholic Church and Catholicism on Croatian social reality and national identity, my analysis will encompass religious text-books for children in primary school
.  
Besides Christianity, many concepts developed in late19th century in Croatia articulated subject positions which had strong impact on the process of identification in Croatia still today. One such concept I would like to mention here is appearance of eugenics, scientifically referring “to the genetic improvement of the national ‘stock’”
 which occurred after the national states formed.
Foucault described 19th century as the time of governmentality and bio-politics, when different procedures and institutions entered private lives of citizens in order to manage the life of each subject, but the population in general too. In Croatia, first institutional occupation with and intervention in habitudes of population I found in 1918 when was founded Ministry for public health, led by Andrija Štampar. The Department for racial, public and social hygiene (Odjel za rasnu, javnu I socijalnu higijenu) organized the lectures on physiology, hygiene, sexual hygiene and ethics in primary and secondary schools
. Between 1920 and 1925 was founded in the Kingdom of Croats, Serbs and Slovenians fifty ambulances for sexual diseases. In 1922, when Štampar asked Rockefeller Foundation
 for financial help in fighting malaria, started long-term collaboration between Štampar and Rockefeller Foundation. Hygiene and sexual hygiene became more and more important aims of education in inter-war period, and this is the moment when science and ‘scientific discourses’ started to influence state’s politics of sexuality, but also generally essentialist understanding of national identity as inscribed in the blood. Veronique Mottier would comment that the “emergence of modern techniques of government, including the growth of health and social policies from the turn of the twentieth century, provided the institutional conditions for translating the eugenic rhetoric into a concrete policy programme”
. In 1927 Rockefeller Foundation founded The School of Public Health which still exists, now under the name School of Public Health “Andrija Štampar”. These days, there were two opposite politics regarding eugenics in Croatia: one promoted the idea of Yugoslav nation, the other the idea of Croatian nation
 and there were constant tensions and fights, producing long term trauma which (maybe) finished with the war in 1990’s.
So, since 19th century in Croatia national identity is strongly articulated by Catholicism, and additionally reinforced by scientific discourses on eugenics. As Mottier noted, “scientific narratives of heredity and degeneration articulated most prominently within the disciplines of sexology and psychiatry played a key role in serving as institutional supports and as strategies of legitimization for these eugenic practices of bio-power, while schools were instrumental in diffusing eugenic knowledge to the future generations of the nation”
.  Essentialist concept of national identity as transmitted by blood enlivened few times since it appearance in 19th century.
Myth of motherhood

Using the formation of the myth of motherhood in Croatia I will try to present how was constructed the position of the woman in 1990’s, what meant to be a woman, and in which points this new construction negotiate with the past, i.e. with Catholic and from eugenic inherited discourses on sexuality.
In 1990th Yugoslavia collapsed and new national states started to form on the idea of democracy and independency. Croatia was faced with low birth rate and demographical decline. The main reason of demographical decline was, as president Franjo Tuđman claimed, negativistic spirit as the result of former regime which resulted with general fall of moral, emigrations and negative emotions toward social order. Also, often was heard explanation that Serbs planned to destroy, exterminate Croatian nation allowing abortions and emigrations of Croats in Yugoslavian period. To change current situation, Tuđman suggested numerous steps that will raise birthrates and increase population, focusing on the mother and the family
, and we can diagnose this moment as the moment when hegemony and its procedures started the intervention in, and control of the discursive production in the field of discourses on sexuality.
Discursive production started on many fields. Already in 1991, on IX Congress of Croatian Doctors maintained in Zadar from 3th until 5th of October, the main topic of the meeting was reproduction. Number 113 of Doctor’s Herald contains all papers from this congress. In preface of the issue 113, doctor Ante Dražanić noted that the subject of the issue is not accidental – Croatia had more than one decade of negative trend in reproduction and was at the bottom of the scale in Yugoslavia, but also among European states
. In 1989 Croatia had 43.227 wittingly made abortions or 77.7 on 100 live born children
.
Simultaneously, already in second issue of Catholic herald Glas koncila in 1990th some articles wrote about ‘dying Croatian nation’ giving support to the idea of new demographic politic
. So state and church agreed about demographical problems and collaborated on its increase, articulating new elements like ‘retreat’, ‘population movement’, ‘demographic renewal’ etc. which consisted in appealing to women to accept their ‘natural role’ of motherhood.

All this panic reflected in educational system too. Luis Althusser
 defined school as one of ideological state’s apparatuses. Educational programs are the reflection of certain tradition and culture
. In this sense, educational materials are interesting for analysis because of their transparency regarding state’s sexual politics. Together with handbooks for teachers, they explain clearly what is their aim, what kind of politic they plead, how they control discursive production
. Books have authority, knowledge presented in text books is understood as “objective reality”
 and young schoolchildren accept them without critical distance as “objectivated structures of social reality in their individual mind”
.

Religious teaching text books I analyzed are reproducing the figure of the mother as special person, full of love and attention to the children and worth of special love, representing the mother in the frames of patriarchal culture. Ideal of mother was personalized in the figure of Maria, mother of Jesus, and this is stressed more time in text-books. Mother's day (not officially celebrated in the time of Yugoslavia) and devotions of Mary (Catholic’s tradition) are in the same month, May, each year.
 In the first class text books, children are thought to give thanks to the Jesus to have a mother. The title in the text book is: Mary, model to our mothers
. In the second class, one text describes what is mother ready to do for her child: she was bearing it and gave it the name, she breast-feed and tenderly kisses, she commiserate with the child when it is sad and watch next to child’s bed when it is sick.
In third class text Mother’s love describes mother’s love for the child and teaches the children to be thankful for everything what the mother is ready to do to please them – everyday she cooks, wash child’s clothes, wash the child and comb it, stitch up its clothes, watch the child when it is sick. Visual representation of mother is simple: she is always smiling, looking at the same time a child in the eyes or embracing it. Her appearance is simple: simple dressed, wearing no jewellery, she has no make up or anything of what all women magazines advertise. It all together shapes complete picture how should a mother look like to be loved by children and what kind of mother’s appearance is worth of love, (re)producing stereotypes and constructing desired reality. In fourth class I did not found any articles about mother, relation child-mother, or relation mother-Mary. It is part of general politics to impress the feelings and the attitude toward mother and motherhood in the earliest period of education.

Whereas the task in lower classes was stereotyping the identity of mother, rhetoric upgraded in upper classes, using the myth of motherhood presented in earlier stage of education to put into effect certain politics of sexuality. Many scholars will agree with Kathryn Woodward’s statement that “Motherhood is a politically contested identity”
 since it presupposes the production of the norm and the regulation of accepted and deviant behavior of mother with the purpose of managing the population. Seventh class is the time when children enter puberty and face with their own sexuality and danger consequences of practicing it. Catholic Church has clear attitude about practical side of sexuality which we can meet in text-books too: “According to Christianity, human sexuality is practiced within the marriage. It should serve to love and to give the birth to children”
. Here, text books are talking to children as to potential parents, appealing to responsibility and consciousness. First chapter of the text book in seventh year of education is dedicated to questions of puberty, and physical and spiritual development of the person. Second chapter gives ten rules to live in love and fidelity – it is chapter about ten God’s commandments, in Christianity understand as ground instructions about moral living. Here, the figure of mother is elaborated in the chapter about fifth command: ‘Do not kill’. Again, understood through her natural role as one who gives new life, by making abortion she became a killer: “Abortus is direct killing of unborn child and the biggest betrayal of motherhood. Mother, the symbol of safety and love, committing abortion pulps into the killer of the most innocent creature”
. Abortion is sharply criticized as wittingly made murder, and it is equalized with euthanasia, suicide, war, arming, kidnapping, torture, medical experiments on people, drugs, cigarettes, alcohol… To the contrary to the anti-abortionists who “construct women who have abortions as unfeminine, high class, ambitious professionals who care only about their career and hate children. The reality is that the majority of women having abortions are women from the lower classes, who already have two or three children and whose major reason for abortion is economic hardship”
. In other words, we testify a discursive production of reality in accordance with hegemonic politics.

We can say that in 1990’s Croatia, when nationality operated as nodal point, the identity of woman was completely immersed in the myth of motherhood, and to be a woman meant to be a mother. Further, woman was seen as the mother of nation, keeper of national moral values, what posited in front of her some expectations and avert some actions, like abortions, and the identity of mother was bound to national identity. In young Croatian state abortion was understood as threat for the nation, and to be pro Croats meant to be against abortion. Abortion was seen as attack on dying Croatian nation
. Although legally permitted, state appealed on different ways to mothers to not to do abortions, especially referring on Christian moral values and Christian tradition which was presented as deeply rooted in Croatian national history, hence identity. Fight against abortion was quite aggressive, shaping norms for appropriate and inappropriate behavior and judging the latter.
Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe
 pointed out relational and antagonistic nature of identity, explaining that articulation of every identity implies exclusions. In this sense, when open the question on identity formation, we also open the question on differentiation and exclusion. In 1990’s Croatia, we often heard the expression that woman can not feel complete if she does not give the birth to child or children. Interviewing three female generations in one family (mother Veronika - 74 years old, daughter Nevena (48) and grand daughter Sandra (23)), Tomljenović
 demonstrates the idea presented by Adrienne Rich, how inseparable through generations, despite different experiences, are these two identities - to be a women and to be a mother. Exploring this issue on the three generations of one family, she asked: “Does the woman can be happy if she decides not to be or can not be a mother”, three women answered:

-grandmother Veronika (74)  “A child is of big importance for the marriage”,

-mother Nevena (48): “If she decides not to have child, I do not know what is the sense of her live. And woman who can not have child – I think this is the biggest catastrophe what can happen to her. She can adopt a child and than is all the same as that she has gave it the birth”,

-daughter Sandra (23): “She can be happy if she is not a mother. But in this moment you do not feel woman enough, I suppose. I think one looses self confidence when one finds out that can not be a mother”.

Defining motherhood as the only purpose of woman’s life or the feeling of incompleteness if not having a child are the results of strong discursive production, which involves particular behavior, but also particular feelings, as we can see in the example above. I newer encounter in my research similar claims for fatherhood as being the only purpose of man’s life. In this example of reproduction of the hegemonic discourses we can see how the web of micropower is spreading in individual lives, leaving wished impacts. In this context we can read the next example, testimony of one old woman, Daša, which pictures the exclusion of those women who are not mothers from the everyday social discourses. Asked what changes in everyday life she can recognize as the result of political changes in 1989, she answered: 

„To be honest, I think they put now on a pedestal woman-mother. It is not disturbing me, but I tell you, we who are, who have no children, who are not married, like that we are not of same value”
.

„Because today I feel that woman, … woman who is not a mother, who is alone, divorced, that woman has not support in the society. I go to the church… when the priest salutes, he says 'dear brother and sister, dear priests, dear nuns, dear fathers, mothers and children' and I said to my friend 'what about spinsters and divorced? … I am alone, and it is like that I am unwanted on this world“
.

Conclusion

Croatia in 1990’s was formed as democratic state, guaranteeing to its citizens freedom, especially freedom of the speech, equality, unity, social justice. But described examples are showing production of discourses which marginalize, judge and exclude, although it was not the idea, wish or vision of new democratic state. Using discourse analysis I tried to offer different and alternative description of constitution of Croatian national identity, where important role played ‘resources of history’ in the form of Catholicism and scientific discourses which together formed antagonisms and disabled the totality of the social to be achieved.
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