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A remarkable number of Illyrian type helmets have been recorded 
in present-day Bosnia and Herzegovina. These bronze helmets, 
used as part of a warrior’s defence weapons or as emblems of status, 
of symbolic, parade nature, were made in the early Iron Age, and 
were of various types and variants. Their cultural features and hi-
storical trajectory are traced by means of 24 specimens and accom-
panying fragments, originating from no fewer than 20 sites scatte-
red throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is what prompted 
the research, the result of which is a detailed catalogue of all the 
helmets and fragments thereof, particularly those that have already 
been referred to in the literature but remain essentially unknown. 
The study was designed to identify the quantity, typological and 
chronological diversity, geographical distribution and cultural and 
historical features that have added, both essentially and specifically, 
to the exhaustive, well-known synthetic studies to date of Illyrian 
type helmets in general. In the light of the available archaeological 
data, therefore, we have classified them as type II and III, with 
their respective variants (II A, III A1-a, III A1-b (?), III A2-a, III 
A2-b), and traced them chronologically from the 7th to the 4th cen-
tury BC, in various cultural settings. The analysis and presentation 
of the archaeological context of close associations and the material 
culture of the entire area and surrounding regions are accompa-
nied by new observations on military equipment, with a view to 
advancing knowledge of cultural and historical circumstances in 
the early Iron Age in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Key words: Bosnia and Herzegovina, military equipment, 
Illyrian helmets, attire, typology, chronology, geographical dis-
tribution, cultural and social features
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Na zemljopisnom se prostoru suvremenog teritorija Bosne i Her-
cegovine bilježi impozantan broj kaciga ilirskoga tipa. Riječ je o 
brončanim kacigama koje se, kao dio uporabne obrambene vojne 
opreme, ili kao amblem statusno-simboličkog paradnog karak-
tera, izrađuju i koriste, u različitim tipovima i varijantama, 
tijekom razdoblja starijeg željeznog doba. Njihova se kulturna 
obilježja i povijesna vertikala prate na 24 poznata primjerka, 
i njima pripadajućim ulomcima, koji potječu s čak 20 nalazi-
šta razasutih po čitavom teritoriju Bosne i Hercegovine. Takvo 
je stanje potaknulo ovo istraživanje kojim se prikazuje detaljna 
kataloška obrada svih kaciga i njihovih ulomaka, pogotovo onih 
u literaturi do sada navođenih, ali u biti nepoznatih primjeraka. 
Obrada je izrađena u korist pregleda kvantitete, tipološko-kro-
nološke razlikovnosti, prostorne disperzije, te kulturno-povijesne 
aktualnosti kojima su se bitno i izričito nadopunile dosadašnje 
iscrpne i poznate sintetičke studije o kacigama ilirskog tipa uopće. 
Stoga ih, s obzirom na dostupne arheološke podatke, klasificiramo 
tipom II. i III., s njima pripadajućim inačicama (II A, III A1-a, 
III A1-b (?), III A2-a, III A2-b), te kronološki slijedimo od 7. 
pa sve do 4. stoljeća pr. Kr. u različitim kulturnim miljeima. Uz 
analiziranje i prikazivanje arheološkog konteksta zatvorenih cje-
lina te materijalne kulture cijeloga prostora i okolnih regija, pru-
ža se novo sagledavanje vojne opreme u svrhu boljeg poznavanja 
kulturno-povijesnih prilika starijeg željeznog doba na području 
Bosne i Hercegovine.

Ključne riječi: Bosna i Hercegovina, vojna oprema, ilirske 
kacige, nošnja, tipologija, kronologija, prostorna distribucija, 
kulturna i društvena obilježja
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