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This paper deals with the oldest numismatic fi nds from the Sotin region, i.e. coins dated to the 
period from Alexander the Great until the fi nal Roman conquest of the Pannonian region during 
the reign of the emperor Augustus. In other words, these are the coins of the Late Iron Age when 
the eastern part of the area between the Sava and Drava rivers, together with a part of the central 
Danube region, was under the rule of the Scordisci. 

Fig. 1. Geographical position of Sotin

Sotin is a settlement in eastern Croatia (Fig. 1). It is situated ten kilometers to the south-east 
of Vukovar next to the edge of the high right bank of the Danube. A multi-layered archaeological 
site, which is poorly known, is situated in this region, that is to say that there were no systematic 
archaeological excavations at this large prehistoric, Roman and medieval site. However, differ-
ent agricultural activities, especially deep ploughing, partially devastated the cultural layers, so 
various numismatic fi nds, among other things, reached the surface. They were collected during 
frequent fi eld surveys. Exact fi ndspots are known for the biggest part of such fi nds. In comparison 
with other sites in the Croatian Danube region, Sotin takes the leading place in the number of in-
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dividual fi nds of coins from the Late Iron Age. In all, 137 specimens of old coins were discovered, 
73% of which belong to the Celts, 17% to the Roman Republic and 10% to the cities of Apollonia 
and Dyrrhachium. Only a small part of this numismatic material has been published.1 It has been 
housed in the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb and in several private collections.2

Numismatic fi nds from Sotin have multiple scientifi c values. They improve the knowledge of 
the monetary system in the region of the Scordisci as new types of coins have been found which 
were not recorded earlier in the region of this Celtic-Pannonian tribe. These numismatic fi nds are 
important, among other things, because they offer information about the position and distribution 
of an almost completely unknown settlement from the Late Iron Age in the Sotin area.

Some 3.5 km to the south-west of that site, i.e. at the site of Grabovo, a bronze coin of Alexan-
der the Great was discovered (Pl. I, 1). Unfortunately, a portrait of young Heracles is poorly pre-
served on the obverse of this coin. However, the reverse is in somewhat better condition, bearing 
the depiction of his attributes: the bow and club, between which an abbreviation [Β] Α is partially 
recognizable. For now it is the oldest coin from the Croatian Danube region. It represents a solitary 
fi nd which was discovered in insuffi ciently known circumstances, diminishing its scientifi c value.

However, more intensive circulation of coinage started some time later, approximately in the 
mid-second century BC when the Scordisci started to produce their own money.3 This was the 
Syrmian type, also known as Typ Kugelwange4 which is quite frequent in Sotin. Except for the 
fragmentary tetradrachm made of silver (Pl. I, 2), there were also the bronze ones (Pl. I, 4, 5). 
Standard depiction can be found on them. A bearded head with a wreath is on the obverse, and on 
the reverse is a horse above which is a circle. A specimen from Sotin is very interesting (Pl. I, 3). 
Since it weighs 16.56 grams it is almost twice as heavy as the usual tetradrachms minted from the 
same alloy. For now it is quite a rare fi nd. This large coin might belong to the denomination worth 
two bronze tetradrachms. Its peculiarity is further emphasized on the reverse where, as it seems, 
a stylized horseman was depicted with open arms. The standard depiction, which was taken from 
the tetradrachm of Philip II, is usually found on the silver drachms (Pl. I, 6, 7, 9), and on the ones 
made of bronze (Pl. II, 1). Similar depictions can be found on some minimi (Pl. II, 3-5). A motif 
in the shape of several leaves is recognizable on a small silver coin (Pl. II, 9). Close analogies 
were found in eastern Srijem.5 There are also several specimens with more freely executed depic-
tions. Those are minimi on the reverse of which there seems to be a depiction of horse (Pl. II, 6-8). 
On the reverse of a small coin is a motif in the shape of a row of plastic dots (Pl. II, 10). Freely 
executed depictions can also be found on certain drachms of the Scordisci, so sometimes on the 
obverse is a motif of a round wreath (Pl. I, 10). I would also like to mention a specimen from Sotin 
on the obverse of which is a motif consisting of curved plastic lines and rows of dots, among other 
elements (Pl. I, 8). A corresponding example is housed in the Museum of Slavonia in Osijek.6 On 
the reverse of a bronze drachm there is a depiction of a horse which belongs to the Syrmian type 
by the shape, but on its obverse is a beardless head which is of the style typical for the coins of the 
eastern Slavonian type (Pl. II, 2). A specimen from Neštin has similar characteristics, but it was 
ascribed to the Syrmian type.7 However, both coins belong to a hybrid type which accepted the ob-
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verse from the eastern Slavonian type, and the reverse from the Syrmian type. Scordiscan money 
of the eastern Slavonian type which is also known as Typ Lierblume,8 is quite rare. Besides some 
ten tetradrachms,9 a minimus from an unknown fi ndspot was also published.10 Four excellently 
preserved small silver specimens from Sotin (Pl. II, 11-14) belong to the latter type. Their reverse 
with a fi ne depiction of a horse makes their attribution to the eastern Slavonian type quite obvious. 
Above the horse is a motif in the shape of a lyre with a wheel between its legs.   

Numismatic fi nds of other Celts (especially those from the west) are quite rare in the Croatian 
Danube region. However, a Vindelici stater has been found in Vinkovci.11 Several small Norican 
silver coins were found in Sotin. Besides a coin of the Karlstein type,12 there are also coins of the 
Magdalensberg type (Pl. II, 15, 16).

But that is not all. An exceptionally rare Celtic coin which is also interesting from the artistic 
point of view was also found in Sotin (Pl. II, 17). This well preserved coin was made of silver. 
Its diameter is 9.5 mm and it weighs 1 gram exactly. A depiction of a large beardless head to the 
right with hair made of several wavy locks is on the obverse. A plastic dot was used to depict an 
eye under a pronounced eye-brow. The nose is fair. Other details were not depicted except for the 
ear. In the central part of the reverse is a human fi gure to the left. It is depicted in motion with one 
hand stretched out and the other with bent elbow and resting upon the waist. The fi gure is wearing 
a short garment tied down at the waist, probably a chiton. It seems that on his head he has a helmet 
behind which two bands are streaming in an undulating fashion. Two almost semi-circular lines - 
one continuous and the other made of densely placed dots - is to the right of the fi gure, while to the 
left is a group of several vertical, almost zigzag lines. I have found only one similar example in the 
accessible literature. It is kept in Paris (Bibliotheque Nationale, inv. no. 9484). Though its fi ndspot 
remains unknown, it was assigned to Boii.13 However, discovery of this type of Celtic coin in Sotin 
might point to monetary activity of the Scordisci. Anyhow we need to wait for future fi nds of such 
coins which should shed light on the question of their attribution.

Besides the Celtic coins, drachms from Apollonia and Dyrrhachium also circulated in the 
Scordiscan region. Seventeen coins from these rich Illyrian cities from the territory of present-day 
Albania were found in the Sotin region. Out of that number only two coins belong to Dyrrhachi-
um, one being its regular coin (Pl. III, 4) and the other a forgery (Pl. III, 5). Thus, drachms from 
Apollonia are more frequent at this archaeological site in the Croatian Danube region (Pl. III, 1-3).

Roman Republican coinage also circulated in southern Pannonia, most probably replacing 
drachms from Apollonia and Dyrrhachium in the mid-fi rst century BC.14 Several dozens of these 
coins were found in the Sotin region, mostly various denarii, usually from the Late Republican 
period (Pl. III, 7-10). Somewhat earlier broken  asses were also found (Pl. III, 6).

Numismatic material from Sotin testifi es to the continuity of life in this region in the last few 
centuries of prehistory. In addition it offers an opportunity to determine the position of the settle-
ment from that period since there are accurate data about the place of discovery for most of the 
coins. Topographic analysis of the numismatic fi nds indicates that the settlement of the Cornacati, 
a Celtic-Pannonian tribe mentioned by Pliny,15 was situated in the central part of present-day 
Sotin, next to the edge of the high bank of the Danube (Fig. 2). Numerous coins from the Julio-
Claudian dynasty were also found here, which attests to the continuity of life in this Pannonian 
settlement in the Danube region under Roman rule.
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Fig. 2. Late Iron Age settlement in Sotin
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KEY TO PLATES

Plate I

1. Macedonia, Alexander the Great, AE, 16 mm, 5.59 g, Sotin - Grabovo, Archaeological mu-
seum in Zagreb, inv. nr. A7331.

2. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, tetradrachm, AR, fragment, 20 mm, 4.4 g, Sotin, cadastral 
lot no. 353, private collection. 

3. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, tetradrachm, double (?), AE, 31 mm, 16.56 g, Sotin, cadas-
tral lot no. 338, private collection. 

4. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, tetradrachm, AE, 25 mm, 9.87 g, Sotin - Vrućak (river-
bank), private collection. 

5. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, tetradrachm, AE, 23.5 mm, 7.1 g, Sotin - Vrućak (river-
bank), private collection. 

6. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, AR, 15 mm, 2.25 g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 323, 
private collection. 

7. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, AR, 16 mm, 2.00 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 
private collection. 

8. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, AR, 16 mm, 1.91 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 
private collection. 

9. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, silver alloy, 14.5 mm, 1.50 g, Sotin, riverbank 
south-eastern of Vodica, private collection. 

10. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, silver alloy, 15.5 mm, 2.16 g, Sotin, cadastral lot 
no.  338, private collection. 

Plate II

1. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, drachm, AE, 13.5 mm, 1.74 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 
private collection. 

2. The Celts, Scordisci, drachm, AE, 14 mm, 2.14 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
3. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, minimus, AR, 8.5 mm, 0.51 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 

private collection. 
4. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, minimus, AR, 9.5 mm, 0.70 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 
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private collection. 
5. The Celts, Scordisci, Syrmian type, minimus, AR, 9 mm, 0.54 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 

private collection. 
6. The Celts, Scordisci, minimus, AR, 9 mm, 0.81 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
7. The Celts, Scordisci, minimus, AR, 8.8 mm, 0.81 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
8. The Celts, Scordisci, minimus, AR, 8 mm, 0.47 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
9. The Celts, Scordisci, minimus, AR, 6.3 mm, 0.29 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
10. The Celts, minimus, AR, 8.5 mm, 0.41 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection. 
11. The Celts, Scordisci, eastern Slavonian type, minimus, AR, 9 mm, 0.76 g, Sotin - Vrućak (ri-

verbank), private collection. 
12. The Celts, Scordisci, eastern Slavonian type, minimus, AR, 9.2 mm, 0.81 g, Sotin - Vrućak 

(riverbank), private collection. 
13. The Celts, Scordisci, eastern Slavonian type, minimus, AR, 9.5 mm, 0.59 g, Sotin - Vrućak 

(riverbank), private collection. 
14. The Celts, Scordisci, eastern Slavonian type, minimus, AR, 9.7 mm, 0.81 g, Sotin - Kamenac 

(riverbank), private collection. 
15. The Celts, Noricans, Magdalensberg type, minimus, AR, 9.1 mm, 0.59 g, Sotin - Vrućak (river-

bank), private collection. 
16. The Celts, Noricans, Magdalensberg type, minimus, AR, 9.2 mm, 0.45 g, Sotin, cadastral lot 

no. 323, private collection. 
17. The Celts, minimus, AR, 9.5 mm, 1.00 g, Sotin - Kamenac (riverbank), private collection. 

Plate III 

1. Apollonia, drachm, Ceka 91, 17.7 mm, 3.23 g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 386, private collection.
2. Apollonia, drachm, Ceka 24, 15 mm, 2.57 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection.
3. Apollonia, drachm, Ceka 3, 17.5 mm, 3.06 g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 323, private collection.
4. Dyrrhachium, drachm, perforated, Ceka 390, 18 mm, 3.22 g, Sotin, Archaeological museum in 

Zagreb, inv. nr. A2221.
5. Dyrrhachium, drachm, irregular, 18.7 mm, 2.60 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), private collection.
6. Roman Republic, as, one half, 28.2 mm, 10.08 g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 357, private collection.
7. Roman Republic, denarius, 110-109 BC, RRC 300/1, 18 mm, 3.72 g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 

323, private collection.
8. Roman Republic, denarius, 62 BC, RRC 416, 19.5 mm, 3.54 g, Sotin - Vrućak (riverbank), 

private collection.
9. Roman Republic, Marc Antony, denarius, mobile mint, 32-31 BC, RRC 544/21, 16.5 mm, 3.06 

g, Sotin, cadastral lot no. 323, private collection.
10. Roman Republic, Octavian, denarius, mobile mint, 37 BC, RRC 538/1, 18.7 mm, 3.75 g, Sotin, 

cadastral lot no. 336, private collection.
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