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of the fifth and sixth grade of the selected priynachools from Croatian inland and coast towns
(Samobor, Lovran). The results collected in writexamination are analyzed by the examined pupil's
sex, grade, nature education achievement, ovechieeement, and results of this examination. The
results of this research show differences in thegreage of completeness in the written examination
between pupils living in coastal and inland Craatgirls are more successful in acquiring themes
comprised in this Program, but they also show nswecess in nature education achievement and in
overall achievement than boys. The results ofrsgarch point out that research-oriented teadiefus
pupils to easier and better adopt the educatiayakats they perceptively experienced, while wooksh
makes them more interested in science and alsalsties them to be more responsible to the chalkenge
of the modern society.

Keywords: workshop, biology education, sea
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AKCIJSKO ISTRAZIVANJE: U CENICI MLA DPE SKOLSKE DOBI | ZASTITA OKOLISA

Z. Popové, |. Bogut, Z. UZarevi, A. Hula
Odsjek za prirodne znanosticiteljski fakultet u Osijeku, Ulica cara Hadrijanablh 31000 Osijek
(popovic@ffos.hr)

Provedeno je akcijsko istraZzivanje o zastiti olkaliSstajaliStima i ponaSanjimé&anika rane Skolske dobi
s ciliem otkrivanja reakcija djece na odgojne pajgco potrebi zastite okoliSa. IstraZivanije je gaano s
27 wenika 1. razreda osnovne Skoletedici su sudjelovali u 21 aktivnosti u tijekom tie¢dna. Svaka
ucenitka aktivnost je prgena i biljeZena(fotografiranjem, neformalnim razgmm, analizom &enickih
radova i evaluacijskim upitnikom), a prikuplijenakdmentacija o aktivhostimacanika je analizirana
deskriptivnim statistkim metodama. Eenici su povremeno ispunjavali evaluacijske destikoji su
kvantificirani i analizirani tijekom istrazivanjdJ raduce biti prikazani rezultati svih aktivnosti koji su
potvrdili visoku osjetljivost djece prema predsjamim problemima zaStite okoliSa kroz raitk
aktivnosti u nastavi. &enici su udavali probleme u okoliSu i uz denje predwiali mogite posljedice ili
rieSenja postojgh problema. Osnovna hipoteza, da senici spremni na aktivnosti o zastiti okolisa, je
potvidena. Razlike u ponasanju dka u odnosu na djevige nismo ueili, kao Sto su utvrdili drugi
autori u slkEnim istraZivanjima. Negekivane reakcije djece su zabiljeZzene pa su u dnugougu
provedbe istraZivanja izbjegnute na zadovoljatianacin, dok smo u tréem dijelu postigli najbolje
rezultate. Tijekom provedbe istraZivanja i nakonaole svih parametara tena je klj@¢na uloga ditelja

u organizaciji nastavnih aktivnosti na temu za%ikeliSa s djecom mite Skolske dobi.

Klju¢ne rijesi: akcijsko istrazivanje, zaStita okoliSaemici mlaie Skolske dobi
ACTION RESEARCH: YOUNG LEARNERS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Z. Popové, |. Bogut, Z. UZarevi, A. Hula
Department for nature sciences, Faculty of teaekeication, Ulica cara Hadrijana b.b., 31000 Osijek
(popovic@ffos.hr)

Action research was conducted on environmentaud#ds and behaviour of young learners in order to
detect the reaction of children to educationalidtiites on environmental issues. The investigaticrs
conducted on 27 pupils of the first grade of thienpry school. Pupils participated in 21 activities
three weeks. Each pupil’s activity was annotated] so collected documentation about the activities
were analyzed by descriptive statistical methodgil® were asked to complete several evaluatioptshe
which were quantified and analyzed during the itigation period. The paper presents the resulelof
activities that confirmed the high sensitivity diet children on problems of environmental protection
which were presented through various educationalites. The basic hypothesis, that pupils aralyea
for action on environmental protection through \atés, was confirmed. Differences in behaviour of
boys in comparison to girls have not been noticesl,found by other authors in similar studies.
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Unexpected reactions of children were recordedinsthe second round of the investigation it was
satisfactorily avoided while during the third intigation period, we achieved the best results. muthe
investigation and after the processing of all part@ms we can conclude about a key role of teachtbrei
organization of teaching activities on environméptatection with young learners.

Keywords: action research, environmental protectyoning learners
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INTRODUCTION METHODS
The school focused on change, teachers can nc ge the only beneficiaries of the The investigation was conducted on 27
research results who often spend professional resea ithin academic institutions or and 13 girls) of the first grade
T 5 ) meactive participants in the research process. By Zdenko Turkovi¢ in Kutjevo.
ers become reflective practitioners (Schon, activities for three weeks (Ma:
researchers (McNiff, 2002). Research being pupil's activity was annota
evel should be directed towards the evaluation of the results of documentation about the acti
ed at improving the quality educational practice. To achleve that descriptive statistical methods.
s particularly suitable (Bognar 2006) . Today, actlon compl everal evaluation sheets whlch were quantlf d

authors is t e key lever i |n order to improve professional practl
C angmg schools and iety at large. Education for the env
3 h n ture and should conti

and al ed during the investi

e tbegins when the child
ue systematically during school
r goa research on environmental attitudes and behavior of
arners in order to detect the reaction of children to educational initiatives on

nental issues. RESULTS

Action research was organized on three @8ges. Firstly
less number of a : i ly according
i¢ (1999) and
N and discussion
more modified
discussion with
: . e more reaching
ome of yo ers acivities during the investigation. ' i sad a )y country, school yard,

)0 sorting waste in tanks,
of waste at home, making

S gmg the song "Our Beautiful Croatia",
creating the choreography for the song, the performance
"One little bee", planting flowers on rocky terrain, painting
eco-bags, eco-crossword, excursion to Kutjevacka rika
creek, writing eco-messages for protection of rivers and

™" : streams, decorating boxes, creating mathematical story, a
trip to lookout point Vila, outdoor relay games, writing
storiesg0 commanded of a friend of nature. Differences

i in bel our of boys in comparison to girls have not been

81 ‘ - | e . noticed.Unexpected reactions of children were recorded,
el le : I ‘; e : ':';1;:1 g 4 so in the second round of the investigation it was
DL NS B3 B W B FESH HETH I B P A EENE isfactorily avoided while during the third stage.

Young leamers investigation of a type and number of wase discarted during two days (a total of 508). '
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