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ABSTRACT

Building on the proposition that gender differences in mating strategies and intrasexual
competition will be reflected in signaling behavior towards possible mates

(i.e. Buss & Schmitt, 1993), we sought to examine if such strategies would be observable
on social networking sites.
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2 weeks ago near Zagreb METHODOLOGY

e In order to avoid bias related to using only student FB profiles (i.e. Back et al.., 2010),
I TRODUCTION we devised a new method that utilized social networking sites (SNS), specifically Facebook
e From the sudden rise in popularity of various social networking sites, such as Facebook, (FB) for obtaining a diverse sample.
(FB) researchers have been faced with the question of how psychological constructs influence e A FB profile (https://www.facebook.com/EvolucijskaPsihologija). was created in order to
and reveal themselves in an online, virtual context. build aggregation of FB users, who were gathered through friend requests and suggestions
e The first wave of FB research was interested mostly in the construction of visual identity by other members of the FB community. Subsequently, participants were recruited through
(i.e. DiMicco & Millen, 2007), self-presentation (i.e. Strano, 2008) and the correlation a virtual FB “event” that served the purpose of informing potential participants on the
between Internet use and personality (i.e. Ross et al., 2009), and little has been done to purpose of the study, as well as providing an informed consent for participation.
investigate the application of evolutionary psychology hypotheses in online settings. After choosing the option to ,attend™ the event, a private message was sent to every
e In view of this lack of research on this powerful self presentation tool, we sought to participant with a detailed description of the research aims, and requirements.
examine whether gender differences in sexual signaling would be visible in FB profile pictures. e A sample of 10 male and 10 female profile pictures was randomly selected from a large
e Building on the sexual strategies theory (Buss & Schmitt, 1993) and the research on pool of FB users (1386) that chose to participate in the research.
intrasexual competition and mate-attraction tactics (Buss, 1988), we expected men to exhibit e The photographs were rated on nine criteria relevant to mate selection by 31 volunteers,
signs of social status, access to resources and material possessions, intelligence, ambition, recruited trough personal contact (15 male and 16 female, age span from 18 to 54).
and athleticism, whereas women were expected to be more likely to exhibit cues related to The rating criteria were: physical strength or athleticism, access to resources or material
fertility and youth such as a healthy physical appearance, flirtatious behavior or high activity possessions, ambition or industriousness, social status, intelligence, features of physical
levels (Buss & Schmitt, 1993). appearance, features accentuating youthfulness, high activity level, and flirtatious behavior.
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Table 1.: Table 2.: Figure 1.:
Multivariate analysis of variance exploring how gender predicts Correlations between masculinity and femininity estimates Gender differences in sexual signaling through Facebook
the emphasis on fitness indicators (corrected model, N=20). and perceived emphasis on fitness indicators profile pictures
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e The study confirmed the predictions made on the basis of the Sexual Strategies Theory (Buss & Schmitt, 1993) for the existence of gender differences in sexual signaling
within online settings.

e Ratings showed that males more frequently emphasized cues of social status, ambition and access to material resources, whereas females tended to emphasize features of
physical appearance and of youthfulness. Furthermore, the perception of masculinity was mostly tied to the display of resources and physical strength, as was femininity to
physical appearance and flirtatious behavior, showing selected displays were recognized as being gender specific.

e The results also highlight the robustness of gender differences in mating signaling systems, as participants long term vs. short term mating orientation was not taken into
account. Furthermore, profile photos represent only a small segment of FB signaling potential.
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e Sexual Strategies Theory predictions of mating display behaviors were confirmed in
online settings.

e FB research provides many valuable research opportunities investigating evolutionary
theory predictions, as well as a mean of acquiring a large and diverse participant sample.
e Study shows the robustness of gender differences in mating-related behaviors, while
offering guidelines for further exploration of human interactions through new media
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