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Population movements in  Istra County occurs through long-term trends of  rural areas depopulation. In terms of agricultural population that means deagrarisation and space changes. The main aim of this paper is to analyse the opinions of future successors presuming who are the subjects of agriculture in Istra Counrty tomorrow and in which way they seeagriculture as their future job and income base. 

A family agricultural holding summarises a household (family) and  agricultural activities. The future of  “family” agriculture depends a lot of household potentials, because of socio-demographycal reproduction. After the master of the house redrawals the potential successor  on a farm can ensure its further existence, and agricultural activities. 

For this paper a research was carried out during 1999. on family farms in Istra County. The main criteria for this research was an existing potential succsessor on the farm. We carried-out a poll-questionare on 86 family farms.

Data collected for this paper had been taken on farms in villages up to eight hundred households. Picture 1. shows that the majority, about ¾ of all farms were in villages up to hundred households. Due to historical changes Istra County is specific for its small villages, geographically quit close to each other.

On most farms (picture 2) there was only one family living on-farm, and about one-third with two families (usually parents, children and grandparents). These data imply on a traditional way of living in a bigger family. In terms of  farming and income that means a lot of co-ordination and obedience between generations. 

For this paper it was important who will be the future successor on the farm.  In farm or any other succession there is always one or more successors, so the householders were questioned about the future successor and they had already judged which one of their children would be suitable to stay on-farm. In generally that was their son (78,4 %), if they didn’t have one, a daughter could be a successor (8,1 %). It can be assumed that the rest of the farms will diminish its production and income and in time will be closed down or sold. 

According to the householders statement we questioned the future successors about their views and opinions about succession, farming, agriculture.     
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  Table 1:  Age structure - householders

Age (years)
%

Less than  45
40,1

From  45-60
39,8

Over 60
20,1

Total
100,0

  Source: poll-questionary
  Table 2:  Age structure – succesors

Age
%

Less than 15
25,0

From  15-35
56,6

Over 35
18,4

Total
100,0

  Source: poll-questionary
  Table 3:  Education level

Education level 
Householder (%)
Succesor (%)

Lower (primary)
58,9
11,4

Middle (secondary)
34,0
70,5

Higher/university
7,1
18,1

Total 
100,0
100,0

  Source: poll-questionary

Social and professional status was a main issue for the questionnaire, because they have great importance on views and opinions about farming and succession. 

In table one and two the age structure of householders and successors is shown. About one-fifth of the householder had over sixty years, what implies that after the age for retirement the farm succession didn’t proceed. In this way  the future successor has to prolonged the time of succession and to continue his dependent status. In terms of agricultural production successors new and different ideas could have low importance. It can be presumed that successors over 35 years of age have already chosen their income base, so  the group between 15-35 is at the moment most important for succession. The group of future successors under 15 years of age are still being educated so it can be presumed that this group at the moment has the least chances to succeed the farm. 

The education level in table 3. indicates quiet an improvement: more than double successors had finished their secondary school and higher or university education comparing to the householders. But the education level improvement hasn’t raised the share of successors with agricultural education. Quit the opposite, only ten percent had finished secondary or higher agricultural education. 

It is also important that about 60%  householders had finished only a primary school where they didn’t get education about agriculture.    

Table 4:  Successors  employment   

Workplace
%

Private/state company
69,8

Craftsman
6,6

Farmer
5,3

Supported family member 
15,8

Other
2,6

Total
100,0

Source: poll-questionary
Table 5: Householders  employment   

Workplace
%

Retired
42,4

Private/state company
30,6

Farmer
20,7

Craftsman
6,3

Total
100,0

Source: poll-questionary
According to table 5. we can see the professional structure. The majority of householders  were retired, a part of them had a pension, but not from farming. Still more than  one-third are pluriactive, employed in private/state companies or having their own craft and working on-farm. One-fifth of all householders are “only” farmers. 

The successors however were twice more employed in companies (69,8%), so they have already chosen their income base. So it is less likely that they will leave their jobs, so the succession can become a question.  Only 5,8 % of future successors are farmers, from this group we can expect a more “successful” succession.  Still 15,8% successors are supported family members, without a chosen income basis. 

According to the type of employment (table 6) successors are mostly employed in tourism, trade and services (medical, community and craft). As agriculture demands specific practice these successors are more likely to be in the future hobby farmers, or helping members, rather then self-relaying farmers. Agriculture and related jobs were of  the smallest interest to successors, only 18,8% employed. 

Householders (table 7) were more than double employed in agriculture and related jobs, but also twice less employed in tourism, trade and services comparing to successors. 

Table 6: Typ of succesors employment

Branch
%

Industry and minery
19,0

Agriculture, fishery, forestry, water company
18,8

Trade and traffic
20,3

Tourism and catering
25,0

Other (craft, medical care, local community services)
21,9

Total
100,0

Source: poll-questionary
Table 7: Typ of householders employment

Branch
%

Industry and minery
16,2

Agriculture, fishery, forestry, water company
47,1

Trade and traffic
14,7

Tourism and catering
11,8

Other (craft, medical care, local community services)
10,2

Total
100,0

Source: poll-questionary
Graph 1. indicates great differences in the opinions which way the future production should follow: householders are more interested in short-term crops like wheat or corn, while successors preferred long-term plantations of vineyards and olives. That is positive in a way that long-term production implies long-term farming. The opposite, negative aspect is that successors depend on the householders opinion, because they own the farm. 

A great difference was noticed in the range of other, that means for a lot of successors dealing with on-farm tourism (agrotourism) and production like making agricultural products with own label (wine, brandy, olive-oil, honey, pasta).  As Istra County is very developed in the tourism branch, agrotourism can occur as  a base for income enlargement and useful spare labour usement. Comparing farms, data had shown that on farms with lower income from agriculture and with free accommodation space successor are more interested in agrotourism. 

Graph 3. indicates great differences in the opinions which way the future production should follow: householders are more interested in short-term crops like wheat or corn, while successors preferred long-term plantations of vineyards and olives. That is positive in a way that long-term production implies long-term farming. The opposite, negative aspect is that successors depend on the householders opinion, because they own the farm. 

A great difference was noticed in the range of other, that means for a lot of successors dealing with on-farm tourism (agrotourism) and production like making agricultural products with own label (wine, brandy, olive-oil, honey, pasta).  As Istra County is very developed in the tourism branch, agrotourism can occur as  a base for income enlargement and useful spare labour usement. Comparing farms, data had shown that on farms with lower income from agriculture and with free accommodation space successor are more interested in agrotourism. 

Graph 3. 
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The graph 2. shows that householders deal with on-farm agriculture more for tradition than for financial interest, while successors are more likely to deal with agriculture as a hobby. If the successors will base their income on farm agriculture they are motivated directly through the financial interest.  These facts are directly connected to factors important for future on-farm production: credits and open market were of greatest importance for about ¾ of successors, while product and input prices had low importance. For householders the range of factors is about the same, only they gave much more importance to agricultural product prices. This fact can be explained through a traditional way of selling the product to co-operatives and state companies which used to give a steady price and purchase the products to the final consumer. Also the former regime (till the 90’s) didn’t allow free trade so a lot of framers aren’t ready to purchase their products nowadays.  

In long terms, on-farm agriculture is important for about a half of successors (graph 3), so we can presume that the other part will maintain using the farm for hobby, or extensive production, or even  will sell or rent their future farm.  

The most important fact is the time of succession shown in graph 4. While almost a half of householders did inherited the farm under the age of 25 and about ¾ under the age of 35, today the successors have to await the succession time much longer. This fact can indicate why so many successors had chosen a non-farm income base, as in the life-time there is a period of making big decisions about  where and from what to live the time of inheritance that is prolonged had a negative relation to future farmers.  

CONCLUSION: 

The results of this research show that future successors are mostly the sons of nowadays farmers. The successors are satisfied with agriculture as occupation. The main motivation for agricultural production is financial interest. Development conditions are developed market infrastructure, product prices that ensure a satisfying income and long-term credits with acceptable terms. The professional structure of future successors is various, a smaller part had agricultural education, so agriculture as a future profession is induced through the influence of the family and milieu. Depending of the profession and the potential interest for agriculture as an occupation we can presume if the farm will reproduce itself and if  it will reproduce, than in which way.      

The previous tables and graphs had shown a quit inadequate socio-professional status for future farmers; the most had secondary non-agricultural education; an of-farm job,  in non-agricultural branch. The majority of views and opinions of future farmers are opposite against the householders, so we can expect if the successors will succeed the farm the production will change  in the future. 
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