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As early as the turn of the 18th and 19th c., in E. Slavonia, many villages were redesigned and rebuilt according to the redevelopment plans (“the Joseph regulation”). The most important example is that of Tovarnik. A phenomenon on its own was the pustara, or planned agrarian colony on the latifundia. One such great estate was Belje, where some fifteen pustaras were developed. In 19th c. Croatia, modernising phenomena such as the railways, electricity and early industries, resulted in a pronounced development of cities, and the first development plans, as well as the foundation of new industrial settlements. As for existing cities that acquired new, planned parts in consequence of strong growth, in the first half of the century Sisak stands out (the “Fistrović plan”, as it was called) and in the second half, Zagreb (Lower Town), Osijek (New City), Rijeka (2nd filling of the waterfront) and military Pula. However, also interesting are the newly founded cities that were called into existence by contemporary needs, such as healthcare tourism (Opatija and Lipik), or by the requirements of industry. In 1885 the firm ‘S. H. Gutmann d.d.’ established the industrial city of Belišće not far from Valpovo for the purpose of processing timber. Đurđenovac, not far off, is a prominent example of planned industrial urbanisation, which was started in 1897. The textile industry settlement of Duga Resa close to Karlovac had similar origins.

Since these examples were independent but monofunctional settlements, not parts of large, vital cities in which purposes were easier to change, their physical and demographic preservation depends on the continued viability of the original function or the development of new and cognate functions. In the tourist cities this process was well handled, and it is also sustainable in the agrarian colonies. But in the cities of obsolescent industries a more radical change has to be looked for, with the creation of polyvalent economic zones.
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