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Background

•Plagiarism can be considered one of the most

important topics related to scientific work

•Previous research has indicated that plagiarism

occurs more often in countries with the lower level

of scientific output measured in number of papers

cited in top journals (Amos, 2014)

•Some research is available on the prevalence of

student plagiarism in Croatia at the university level

PUBMET2017, Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing, Zagreb, Croatia, 21-22 Sept 2017



Source: IPA 2008 „Improving 

the Capacity of the University 

System to Create a 

Framework for Preventing 

Discrimination and Corruption 

aimed at Improving Academic 

Integrity”; n=6287
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Improving Academic Integrity”; 

n=6287



Plagiarism prevention

■ There are several ways how plagiarism can be fought:

■ educational actions that can be taken very early as in the first years of
elementary school and it can significantly increase awareness of academic
honesty

■ different preventive action can be implemented in the form of plagiarism
detection software (such as Turnintin and iThenticate)

■ sanction measures against those that have already published or submitted
papers with plagiarism

■ Paraphrasing sentences in your own words and with proper citations are
not considered as a plagiarism, however the question remains on how the
students are informed about plagiarism, paraphrasing and citing sources
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Communicating plagiarism with 
students

■ Plagiarism policy of scientific journals is clearly communicated with 
the scholars usually over the journal website, while scientific journals 
often follow the practice defined by the organizations such as The 
Committee on Publication Ethics [4].  

■ However, the question remains on how the students are informed 
about the plagiarism, paraphrasing and citing sources [5, 6, 7].  

■ University website is often one of the most important information 
sources during higher education [8, 9]. 

■ It is often practice that plagiarism is part of the student legal ethical 
framework, such as the Student code of ethics [10, 11, 12]. 
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Scope the research

1. we investigate the practice of top world universities 

in the area of communicating plagiarism, as the 

example of best practice

2. we investigate the current practice of Croatian 

universities related to education about plagiarism

3. we investigate to what extent plagiarism among 

students is present in Croatian research
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PRACTICE OF TOP 
WORLD UNIVERSITIES
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Methodology

■ Research questions

– RQ1: To what extent top world universities publish plagiarism 

information for the students?

– RQ2: What is the ‘breath and depth’ of this information? 

■ Research sample

– 10 top universities from the Shanghai list

■ Research method

– systematic search of university websites for the term plagiarism, 

plagiarist, plagiaris(z)e, plagiaris(z)ed, plagiaris(z)ing
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Top 10 universities from the Shanghai 
list

http://www.shanghairanking.com/
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Results

■ 3 groups of resources:

– Webpages dedicated to the education about scientific 

writing and plagiarism prevention

– Legal documents

■ Define the sanctions in case of plagiarism

– Instructions at the course level

All top 10 universities have a webpages

dedicated to the prevention of plagiarism. 
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SOME EXAMPLES OF 
WEBSITES DEDICATED TO 

THE EDUCATION ABOUT
SCIENTIFIC WRITTING AND
PLAGIARISM PREVENTION



Websites dedicated to plagiarism prevention

Harvard U. https://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/avoiding-plagiarism

Stanford U. https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/student-conduct-

process/honor-code-and-fundamental-standard/additional-

resources/what-plagiarism

U. Cambridge http://www.plagiarism.admin.cam.ac.uk/

MIT http://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/what-plagiarism

UC Berkley http://sa.berkeley.edu/cite-responsibly

Princeton U. http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/integrity/pages/plagiaris

m

U. Oxford https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/p

lagiarism?wssl=1

Columbia U. http://www.cumc.columbia.edu/ihn/ihncupolicies/plagiaris

m

Caltech https://www.writing.caltech.edu/plagiarism

U.Chicago https://internationalaffairs.uchicago.edu/page/honest-work-

and-academic-integrity-plagiarismP
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https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism?wssl=1

Comprehensive

approach to 

plagiarism. 
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https://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/avoiding-plagiarism

Instructions on the

importance of 

avoiding

plagiarism, and

how to avoid

plagiarism.
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https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/student-conduct-process/honor-code-and-fundamental-standard/additional-resources/sample-plagiarism

Examples of 

student behaviour

that results in

sanctions.
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Professors are instructed on how to communicate

plagiarism and provide examples to students
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http://www.plagiarism.admin.cam.ac.uk/what-plagiarism/universitys-definition-plagiarism

Definition of 

plagiarism
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http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/integrity/pages/plagiarism/

Examples on 

plagiarism, with the

exmple of original 

source, plagiarised

text and explanation
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http://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/what-plagiarism

Instructions and

examples on how 

to avoid

plagiarism
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Clear examples are 

provided on 

pharaphrasing, and

other strategies for 

writting

http://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/what-plagiarism
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https://cuit.columbia.edu/content/plagiarism-detection-services

Students and professors

are instructed on how to 

use plagiarism

detection software.
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Checklist is 

provided for 

students to 

prevent

plagiarism.
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PRACTICE OF CROATIAN 
UNIVERSITIES
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Methodology

■ Research goals

– RQ1: To what extent Universities publish plagiarism information 

for the students?

– RQ2: What is the ‘breath and depth’ of this information? 

■ Research method

– Systematic search of univerisity websites with keywords such as 

plagiarism, plagiarist, plagiaris(z)e, plagiaris(z)ed, plagiaris(z)ing, 

plagijatorstvo, plagiranje, plagijat, using Google search
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Part of the search output
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Types of resources

■ 3 groups of resources:

– Legal documents

■ Seminars, undergraduate, graduate, post-graduate work

■ Usually contain just 1-2 sentences related to plagiarism

■ Define the sanctions in case of plagiarism

– Instructions at the course level

■ Related to sanctions and some examples

– Software description 

■ Srce.hr

■ Uniri.hr

To our best knowledge we did not find a 

website dedicated to prevention of plagiarism. 
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SOME EXAMPLES: 
LEGAL DOCUMENTS
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https://www.fpzg.unizg.hr/o_nama/dokumenti_za_zaposlenike/upute_za_sprjecavanje_akademskog_nepostenja_u_pisanim_radovi

ma

Sanctions at the

level of Faculty
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https://www.fthm.uniri.hr/files/PDS/MOR/Pravilnik%20o%20poslijediplomskim%20s

veu%C4%8Dili%C5%A1nim%20studijima%20doktorskim%20studijima%2009.07.2015

..pdf

Sanctions for 

PhD students

https://www.fthm.uniri.hr/files/PDS/MOR/Pravilnik o poslijediplomskim sveu%C4%8Dili%C5%A1nim studijima doktorskim studijima 09.07.2015..pdf


http://www.agr.unizg.hr/hr/article/606/radionica_eti%C4%8Dkog_povjerenstva_za_nastavnike_zaklju%C4%8Dci

Conclusions of

the ethical

committee
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SOME EXAMPLES: 

INSTRUCTIONS AT THE 

COURSE LEVEL 



http://kroat.ffzg.unizg.hr/index.php/o-plagiranju-upute-za-studente

Instructions for 

students for one 

course
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http://gpp.pravo.unizg.hr/seminar/citiranje/citiranje.htm

Instructions for 

students for 

one course
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https://www.fer.unizg.hr/_download/repository/OS_00_Pravila_2013_14.pdf

Sanctions at the

level of course; no 

instructions
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Instructions for 

avoiding

plaigiarism
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SOME EXAMPLES: 
PLAGIARISM SOFTWARE



http://www.srce.unizg.hr/plagijarizam

Plagiarism

software
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Instructions on 

how to use 

software
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RESEARCH IN CROATIA 
ABOUT PLAGIARISM
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Methodology
■ Research goals

– RQ1: What is the dynamics of research related to plagiarism in 

Croatia?

– RQ2: What is the focus of research related to plagiarism in 

Croatia?

■ Research method

– Search of Croatian Scientific Bibliography CROSBI

– Keyword: plagiarism
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Results

http://beta.bib.irb.hr/pretraga/?q=plagiarism&by=meta&chunk=200&report=1
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Papers on student plagiarism

■ 41 papers were related to student plagiarism

■ Some papers:

– Kermek, D. & Novak, M. (2016) Process Model Improvement for Source Code 

Plagiarism Detection in Student Programming Assignments. Informatics in education, 

15 (1), 103-126. doi:10.15388/infedu.2016.06.

– Bilić-Zulle, L., Ažman, J., Frković, V., Turk, T. & Petrovečki, M. (2006) Deterring 

plagiarism among students using plagiarism detection software. In:Proceedings of The 

20th International Congress of the European Federation for MEdical Informatics - MIE 

2006. Maastricht, Nizozemska.

– Mavrinac, M., Brumini, G., Bilić-Zulle, L. & Petrovečki, M. (2010) Attitudes Towards 

Plagiarism among Students in Croatia. In: 4th International Plagiarism Conference. 

Newcastle, UK.

– Bilić-Zulle, L., Frković, V., Turk, T., Ažman, J. & Petrovečki, M. (2005) Prevalence of 

plagiarism among medical students. Croatian Medical Journal, 46 (1), 126-131.
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Word cloud from paper titles

https://worditout.com/word-cloud/create
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CONCLUSIONS
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Conclusions

■ Top world universities provide comprehensive resources to students 

and teachers regarding plagiarism definition, examples, prevention and 

usage of plagiarism software.

■ Croatian universities provide information on legal actions in case of 

plagiarism, some instructions on writing (mostly on the level of 

individual courses), and some information on plagiarism software

■ Plagiarism is present as the research topic in the Croatian research, 

according to the CROSBI (Croatian Scientific Bibliography), but only few 

papers focus to student plagiarism.

■ Further steps need to be conducted in order to increase effectiveness 

of communication of plagiarism and academic honesty with students in 

Croatia. 
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ATTENTION!
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Jadranka Stojanovski jadranka.stojanovski@irb.hr
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