1999, 2001)

subscales: emotional symptoms, conduct
hyperactivity, peer problems and prosocial behaviour.

instrument.

SUBJECTS. Twenty-nine pre-school teachers

Introduction

Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (5SDQ; Goodman, 1997,
presents the measure of children and youth
psychological adjustment, well-being and mental health and it
has been widely used. It contains of 25 items within ten of them
reflect strengths and 15 of them reflects difficulties in children’s
behaviour. Based on that it is possible to generate five different

problems,
Regarding

the importance of measures development in the field of
developmental psychopathology in our country, the main aim of
this study was to test the factor structure and reliability of this

voluntarily
participated In this study with the role of assessing strengths and
difficulties in the sample of N=416 preschool children. The average
age of children was M = 5.00 (SD = 1.17) In the range from 1.5 to

E5 years. 241 of them were boys and 220 of them were girls. /

Strengths and Difficulties in Croatian Preschool
Children: Validation Study

Ph.D. Sanja Tatalovic Vorkapic, Associate Professor, Faculty of Teacher Education, University of Rijeka, Croatia, e-mail: sanjatv@uniri.hr
Maja Slavicek, BA preaesc. educ., Faculty of Education & Rehabilitation Sciences, University of Zagreb, Croatia
Ph.D. Natasa Vlah, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Teacher Education, University of Rijeka, Croatia

With the aim of testing SDQ validity, confirmatory factor analysis on principal components
with Oblimin rotation was run. Determined results confirmed expected five-factor structure of
SDQ what has explained 57.35% of total variance. Reliability analysis has resulted with
moderate to high Cronbach alphas for each subscale: emotional symptoms (a = .73), conduct
problems (a = .78), hyperactivity (a = .84), peer problems (a = .78) and prosocial behaviour (a
= .63), so they could be improved.
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|

Measure & Procedure

Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire (Goodman, 1997, 1999, 2001; Goodman, Meltzer &
Bailey, 1998; Goodman, Ford, Simmons, Gatward & Meltzer, 2000) is based on nosological
concepts and factor analyses from DSM-IV (APA, 1994) and ICD-10 (WHO, 1993). It
measures four difficulties dimensions and one strength. Preschool teachers could estimate
children strengths and difficulties on the Likert's three-point scale (1-Not true, 2-Somewhat
true, 3-Certainly true). They have instructed to estimate children’s behaviour during last six
months. After getting the informed consent from preschool teachers, parents and managers
of randomly chosen kindergartens in Primorsko-goranska county, pre-school teachers rated
children’s behavior on the SDQ. The Iidentification of children and kindergartens was
confidential. All preschool teachers and parents are promised to get the feedback on
research results.

Table 1. The final Pattern matrix from Principal
Component Analysis (1-Conduct Problems; 2-
Emotional Problems; 3-Hyperactivity, 4-Prosocial
Behaviour; 5-Peer Problems) with Oblimin rotation,
communalities and descriptives (Means and Standard
Deviations)

:

Overall, determined findings have
demonstrated that SDQ
application on Croatian sample
has satisfactory psychometric
properties. Even though there Is
a place for Improvement
regarding the Cronbach alpha
reliability levels and regarding the
guestionable factor loadings for
the first and the forth item, this
scale can be used for measuring
well-being and mental health
dimensions among preschool
children in Croatia.
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